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THE EXORCI ST

EXTERI OR- | RAQ- EXCATVATI ON SI TE- NI NEVEH DAY

Pi ckaxes and shovels weld into the air as hundreds of excavators
tear at the desert. The canmera pans around the area where
hundreds of lIragi worknen dig for ancient finds. The caption
Northern lIraq appears at the bottom of the screen as the digging
continues. The canera then foll ows a young boy runni ng bare foot
over the rocky nounds. He conmes to a stop and the camera is
positioned in between the boys |egs | ooking at and agi ng man al so

di ggi ng.

YOUNG BOY
(I'n Iraqgi |anguage)
They' ve found sonething... small pieces.

MERRI N
(I'n lraqgi |anguage)
VWher e?

YOUNG BOY
(I'n lragi |anguage)
At the base of the nound.

The boy runs off and the old nman pulls hinself to his feet to
follow The old nan wal ks to the base of the nmound where anot her
man who | ooks in command is there to greet him

MAN
(I'n lraqgi |anguage)
Sorme interesting finds. Lanps, arrow heads, coins..

The ol d man picks up an ol d pendant and holds it up.

MERRI N
(I'n Iraqgi |anguage)
This is strange!

The man dusts the pendant and takes a | ook.

VAN
(I'n lraqgi |anguage)
Not of the sane peri od.

The old nan reaches into a hole in the rock, noving and re-
arranging small rocks to see what he can find. He grabs a pickaxe
and scrapes out a small scul pted piece of rock crushed into

anot her. The man takes a dust brush fromthe man's pocket and
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brushes some dust fromthe scul pted rock. As the dust is swept we
see that it is a face. The old man recognises it and | ooks
worried. He brakes the scul pted rock away fromthe ordinary rock
and takes a good | ook at it.

EXTERI OR- | RAQ- MARKET PLACE- DAY

An lraqi man wal ks through the noisy crowd with a tray and up to
the old man's table. He puts the drink on the table and watches
as the old man opens a small pendant full of pills and puts one
into his nouth. The old nan is trenbling with fear as he downs
his drink. He puts the glass down and | ooks at the people around
him The nman with the tray conmes back to the old man's table and
pi cks up the gl ass.

MAN W TH TRAY
(I'n lragi |anguage)
Sonet hi ng el se?

MERRI N
(I'n I'raqgi |anguage)
No thank you.

The ol d man stands up and | ooks at the bus boy. W cut to a group
of workers hitting there hamrers on an anvil. The old nan wal ks
in there direction but stops as he sees one of the workers stop
work to wipe his brow Wen the worker makes eye contact with the
old man we see that the worker has one eye w thout pignent,

bl eached white as if it has rolled backward. The old nman stares
at him and then wal ks on.

I NTERI OR- | RAQ- ARCHAEOLOG ST'' S OFFI CE- DAY

We see a cl ocks pendul um swi ngi ng, uncovered scul pted rocks of
all kinds and a nan sitting at a desk witing up the report on
what they found. The old nman picks up the pendant he found and
then the rock head he found and takes a | ook.

MERRI N
(I'n lraqgi |anguage)
Evil against evil.

The man at the table | ooks confused.

MAN
(I'n Iraqgi |anguage)
Fat her. ..

We then see the clocks pendul um stop over the old man's shoul der.
He turns around and wal ks toward it. After |ooking he sits down
beside it. As he sits the man at the desk stands up.

MAN

(I'n lragi |anguage)
I wish you didn't have to go.
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MERRI N
(I'n lragi |anguage)
There is something | nust do.

EXTERI OR- | RAQ OUTSI DE ARCHAEOLOG ST' S OFFI CE- DAY

The two nen shake hands and hug. The ol d man wal ks away and a
group of people bowin a row

EXTERI OR- | RAQ- MARKET PLACE - ALLEY WAY- DAY

The ol d nman wal ks through the noisy, crowded alley way and exits
t hrough the other side. As he exits he approaches a tunnel, in
the di stance we can here a bell ringing quite fast. As the old
man gets closer to the tunnel the bell gets |ouder. When he
reaches the tunnel a horse and cart flies out in front of him
aboard the cart we see a frightened old wonen. The old man | ooks
around as if he was |ucky to survive.

EXTERI OR - | RAQ- NI NEVEH DAY

The old nan arrives back at that dig site in a small jeep. As he
pulls up two arnmed guards rush out. Wen they see who it is the
old man gives thema wave and they slowy wal k back to there
quarters. The old man wal ks up the rocky nound and sees a huge
statue of the denon Pazuzu, which has the head of the small rock
he earlier found. He clinbs to a higher point to get a closer

| ook. When he reaches the highest point he | ooks at the statue
dead on. He then turns his head as we hear rocks falling and sees
a guard standi ng behind him He then turns again when he hears
two dogs savagely attacki ng each other. The noise is sonething of
an evil nature. He looks again at the statue and we are then
presented with a classic stand off side view of the old man and
the statue as the noises rage on. W then fade to the sun slowy
setting as the noises |ower in volune.

EXTERI OR- GEORCETOMN- CI TY STREETS- EARLY HOURS

We are transformed fromthe blazing suns of Iraq to the dusk of
Washi ngton. As the cross fade is nmade, the capti on GEORGETOMNN
appears at the bottomof the screen. W slowy zoomin on a house
in the distance.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- CHRI S BEDROOM EARLY HOURS

A small light is switched on by Chris MacNeil, a woman in her md
thirties, nother and fanobus actress. She is clad in her night
clothes lying in bed, examning lines froma script. She is

di sturbed by a scratching noise that seenms to be coming from
out si de her room She | ooks over her shoulder to hear for it
again. Wien it does happen again she clinmbs out of bed and puts
her robe on. She wal ks toward the bedroom door and exits to the
hal | .

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- HALLWAY- EARLY HOURS
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Chris wal ks through the dark hallway toward her daughters room
as she passes the attic hatch she hears the noise again and it
appears to be coning fromthe attic. She wal ks into Regan's (her
daught er)

room and sees that the window is w de open and she is on top of
her bed covers. Chris wal ks in and shivers because of the cold
night air which enters through the open wi ndow. As Chris
approaches the w ndow another scratch is heard fromthe attic.
Chris takes no notice and closes the wi ndow. She then wal ks round
Regan's bed and puts the covers back over her, she tucks her in
and strokes her face.

CHRI' S
(Wi spering)
| sure do | ove you.

Chris kisses Regan and turns away.
I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- KI TCHEN- MORNI NG

Chris wal ks into the kitchen in her robe, with a pen in her nouth
and her script in her hands. She is greeted by WIllie an ageing,
Swi ss house nmi d.

CHRI S
Mor ni ng

WLLIE
Good norning Ms. MacNei l

CHRI S

How are you today?
WLLIE

Fi ne thank you.
CHRI S

That's good.

Chris puts the script and pen on the table and Iifts the coffee
pot to pour her self a mug. Wllie offers to do it for her but
Chris refuses.

CHRI S
It's okay | got it, thanks.

WIllie returns to maki ng breakfast as the ageing, Swiss, butler
Karl wal ks in.

KARL
Good norni ng Madane.

CHRI S

Good norning Karl. Oh Karl, we've got rats in the attic you
better get sone traps.
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KARL
Rat s?

CHRI S
Uh huh. 'Fraid so.

Chris walks to the fridge with her cup of coffee.

KARL
But it's clean?

CHRI' S
Al right then we've got clean rats.

Chris takes a carton of nmilk out of the fridge and pours sone
into her coffee.

KARL
No. No rats.

CHRI S
I just heard them Karl

Karl shrugs his shoul ders

KARL
Maybe pl unmbi ng?

Chris puts the carton of mlk away.

CHRI S

Yeah or maybe rats now will you just get those traps.
KARL

Yes, | go now.

CHRI S

VWell don't go now Karl the stores aren't open yet.
Karl picks up a huge jar. And heads out the door.

KARL
"Il go see.

WLLIE
(Shouting at Karl)
They' re cl osed!

EXTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF CEORGETOMN- FI LM SET- DAY

We are | ooking at the building of Washi ngton Uni versity when
suddenly we are transported to the filmset on canpus. Lights,
canera's, crew nmenbers all of the place. A group of crew nenbers
are surroundi ng one nan, the director Burke Dennings. Burke
doesn't respond to any of themuntil he hears a voice calling
froma trailer.
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CHRI S
(calling)
Bur ke? oh Burke?

CREW MEMBER
Is this scene really essential Burke?

Burke turns to see Chris walking toward him He wal ks to her.

CREW MEMBER
Can you just consider on whether or not we can do without it?

Chris wal ks to Burke with her script in hand.

CHRI' S
Burke take a look at this dam thing it just doesn't nake sense.

BURKE
Wy it's perfectly plain, your the teacher at the college, you
don't want the building torn down.

CHRI S
Cnmon | can read for Christ sake.

BURKE
Well what's wrong?

CHRI' S
Vell why are they tearing the building down?

BURKE
Shall we summon the witer? He's in Paris | believe.

CHRI' S
Hi di ng?

We see a crowd of people |ooking on. Standing out is a young,
dar k, handsone Jesuit Priest

BURKE
Fucki ng.

Chris bursts into |aughter and hugs Burke as the crowd incl udi ng
the priest burst into laughter. W cut to a crew nenber with a
cl apper board.

CREW MEMBER
Scene 39, hotel, take 4!

As he claps the board we hear the assistant director's voice on a
mega phone.

CREW
Ckay Action!
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The crowd of novie extras cheer and chant as an actor with a nega
phone plays his part. Chris is being touched up with nmake up
before she nakes her appearance. She wal ks toward the set.

ACTOR
(wi th mega- phone)
Has t here been enough killing

After the actor says each line, the crowmd cheer. Chris wal ks into
the crowd of extras, as we see Burke on the directors chair
smling and | aughing. Chris reaches the guy with the nmega- phone
and turns on character. She takes the nmega- phone and begi ns.

CHRI' S

(wi th nmega- phone)

Wait a minute, please, hold it! Hey c¢c' non we're all concerned
with human rights for god's sake, but the kids who wanna get an
education have a right too!

The crowd cheer.

CHRI S

(wi th mega- phone)

Can you understand it's against your own principles for gods
sake.

The crowd cheer.
CHRI S
You can't, you can't acconplish anything by sending kids

out........

The crowd cheer cutting her short. W focus on the young pri est
who is wal king away fromthe canpus.

CHRI' S
(wi th nmega- phone)
O der! Oder! If you wanna effect any change you'll have to do it

within the system......

The crowd cut her short again with an al m ghty cheer. W nove in
front of the young priest who continues to walk fromthe set.

CREW
Ckay cut! That's a rap!

EXTERI OR- GEORGETOMAN UNI VERSI TY- ENTRANCE- DAY
We see Chris descending a flight of stairs walking toward a car

CHRI S

I think 1"l wal k hone tonight M ke.
M KE
Al right.
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She hands her | eather case to him

CHRI S
And take that and drop it by my house.

She wal ks of f and waves goodni ght to the crew across the road. As
she turns the corner and wal ks down the road, Mke AQdfield's
Tubul ar Bells begins to play. She wal ks through the |eaf covered
street on Hal |l oween and sees a group of kids in costune run past
her. She carries on wal ki ng and sees to nuns waking in the w nd,
wi th the gowns bl owi ng. She approaches the | ocal chapel and over
hears a voice

KARRAS
There's not a day inny life when | don't feel like a fraud. |
mean priests, doctor, lawers |'ve talked to themall, | don't

know anyone who hasn't felt that.

She sees that's it's the young Jesuit who was at the canpus
earlier, and that he is talking to another priest. W don't hear
the rest of the conversation because of a low flying aeropl ane.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- DI NNI NG ROOM DUSK

W cut to the dinning roomwhere Chris's house sitter and nanny,
Sharon is sitting at a type witer eating an apple.

CHRI S
(calling from outside)
Hel | 0?

SHARON
In here!

Chris wal ks into the dinning room

CHRI S
H

SHARON
H, how d your day go?

CHRI S
Ch not to bad, kinda like the WaAlt Disney version of the Ho Chi
M nh story, but other than that it was terrific.

Chris picks up her mail

CHRI S
What have we got here?

Sharon gives her a letter

SHARON
Her e.
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CHRI' S
Ch great, anything el se?

SHARON
And you got an invitation.

CHRI S
VWhat's this?

SHARON
Di nner at the Wite House.

CHRI' S

Your kidding nme. What is it a big party or something?
SHARON

Just five or six people.

CHRI S

No ki ddi ng.

Chris wal ks toward the cabinet and pours herself a drink. W hear
a small voice call fromthe hall

REGAN
H nom

Regan runs in and hugs and ki sses Chris.

CHRI S

What did you do today?

REGAN

Un....... St uf f

CHRI S

What kind of stuff?

REGAN

VWl |, ne and Sharon played a gane in the back yard, and we had a

pi cnic down by the river.
Chris sits down.

REGAN

Ch nom you shoul d have seen this man came along on this
beautiful grey horse. (to Sharon)

Wasn't it pretty?

CHRI' S
Real ly, what kind was it a mair or guilding?

REGAN

Think it was a guilding. It was grey. Ch it was so beautiful, the
guy let me ride it all around.
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CHRI' S
Your ki ddi ng?

SHARON
Yeah for about half an hour.

REGAN
It was so nice, oh | loved it. Ch nomcan't we get a horse?

CHRI S
Vell, not while we're in Washi ngton.

CHRI' S
W'l see when we get home okay.

REGAN
When can | have one?

CHRI S
W' ||l see Regan. (to Sharon)
Now about those party invitations.......

Regan opens the jar of candy for the trick or treaters and takes
some candy. Regan runs of and Chris chases her.

CHRI' S
Regan conme back here.

Chris catches Regan and westle her to the floor. Regan is
gi ggling constantly.

CHRI' S
Al right give it up, give it up, now You'll be sorry.

I NTERI OR- SUBWAY- DAY

We cut to a train scream ng through a subway station. Wen the
train goes past we see the young Jesuit priest standing at the
platform As things get quiet he hears and Irish voice behind
him

HOVELESS GUY
Fa-dah! Can you help an old altar boy? I"'ma Cat-Iick!

A train goes past illumnating the homel ess guys face. The young
priest just wal ks on.

EXTERI OR- NEW YORK STREET- DAY
The young priest wal ks down a garbage infested, New York city
street. Kids making noise and junping on cars are the only source

of noi se. The young priest wal ks up a porchway and enters a
bui | di ng.
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I NTERI OR- KARRAS' MOTHER S FLAT- HALLWAY

The young priest enters the apartnent, turns on the Iight and
takes off his jacket, and his collar.

KARRAS
Momma?

He wal ks into the living roomwhere an old woman sits listening
to a radio.

KARRAS
Momma?

He | eans over the chair.

KARRAS
Momma?

The ol d woman stands up with joy.

MRS. KARRAS
Di nmy! Dam en!

They greet each other in Geek as Ms. Karras hugs him

MRS. KARRAS
I'"'mso happy to see you.

KARRAS
You | ook good.

MRS. KARRAS
I"mall right.

KARRAS
How s your |eg?

MRS. KARRAS
How about you Di my? Are you all right?

KARRAS
I'mfine nom |'mfine.

We cut to Karras eating his supper and his nomrocking in her
chair with the radio on still playing in the background.

MRS. KARRAS
Your Uncl e John stopped by to visit ne.

KARRAS
Ch really, when?

MRS. KARRAS
Last nont h.
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We now cut to Karras putting a bandage around his nothers |eg.

KARRAS
Is that too tight?

VRS. KARRAS
No.

KARRAS
Now nmomma you have to stay off it, you can't keep go up and down
those stairs you have to give it rest.

MRS. KARRAS
Ckay

KARRAS

Momma | can take you sonmewhere to a place where you wouldn't be
al one. There'd be people around, you know you won't have to sit
here listening to the radio.

Ms. Karras responds by shouting in G eek.

MRS. KARRAS
You understand me, This is my house, and |I'm not going no place.

Dani en stands up and lights a cigarette.

MRS. KARRAS
Di mmy, you worry for sonething?

KARRAS
No nonma.

MRS. KARRAS
You are not happy. Tell nme what is the matter?

KARRAS
Momm, |'mall right, I"'mfine, really | am

We cut to the bedroomlight going out, with Dam en wal ki ng out
back in uniform He put's sone noney on the table and turns up
the radio so that his |eaving doesn't wake his nother. He kisses
her and wal ks out .

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- BASEMENT- NI GHT

Regan is in the basenent meking a nodel. Chris is decending the
st eps.

REGAN
Here it conmes.................. Ther e

She holds up a clay nodel of an orange bird.

Chris and Regan both | augh.
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CHRI S
Oh | ook at that.

REGAN
You like it?

CHRI' S
Ch it's so funny.

Chris takes it and put's it on a shelf.

CHRI' S
| better put himover here to dry though. He's still wet.

Regan wal ks over to the ping pong table and bounces a ping pong
ball. By the shelf Chris picks up an ouiji board.

CHRI S
Hey, where'd this cone fronf

REGAN
I found it.

CHRI S
Wher e?

REGAN
The cl oset

Chris wal ks toward the ping pong table with the ouiji board in
hand.

CHRI S
You' ve been playing with it?

REGAN
Yeah.

CHRI S
You know how?

REGAN
Here 1"l show you.

Regan pl aces the board down on the table. Chris drags a chair
over and sits down.

CHRI S
WAit a minute you need two.

REGAN
No you don't. | do it all the tine.

CHRI' S
Ch yeah, well let's both play.
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The pointer pulls itself away from Chris.

CHRI' S
You really don't want ne to play huh?

REGAN
No | do, Captain Howdy said no.

CHRI S
Captai n who?

REGAN
Capt ai n Howdy.

CHRI' S
Who' s Captain Howdy?

REGAN
You know, | nmake the questions and he does the answers.

CHRI S
Oh, Captain Howdy. ...

REGAN
He's ni ce.

CHRI S
Ch | bet he is.

REGAN
Here I'lIl show you.

Regan pl aces the nagnifier on the board and cl oses her eyes.
REGAN

Captai n Howdy, Do you think ny noms pretty? Captain Howdy?
Captain Howdy that isn't very nice.

CHRI S

Wel I, nmaybe he's sl eeping.
REGAN

You t hi nk?

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOMF NI GHT

Regan is lying in bed | ooking at a nagazi ne which has Chris and
Regan on the cover. Chris is tucking Regan in.

CHRI S

Regan, why are you reading that?
REGAN

Cause | like it.
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CHRI' S
It's not even a good picture. Looks to mature.

REGAN
I wouldn't talk.

CHRI S
Oh you wouldn't talk, well I didn't have ny nmake up man there.

Chris sits down on Regan's bed | eaning over her.

CHRI S
Just gotta get this eye-lash off of you.

Chris tries to get an eye lash from Regan's eye lid.

CHRI S
No | didn't get it.

Chris tries again and gets it.

CHRI S
What are we gonna do on your birthday, isn't that nice it's on a
Sunday this year, what can we do?

REGAN
| don't know

CHRI S
Well what would you like to do? CGot any ideas?

Regan shakes her head.

CHRI S

Let me think, let me think, what can we do? Hey you know we never
finished seeing all the sights in Washi ngton, the Lee Mansion,
shall we to do that? Go sight seeing. If it's a nice day.

Regan nods

REGAN
Yeah

CHRI S
Okay. And tormorrow night, 1'Il take you to a novie, okay?

REGAN
Oh | |ove you.

Regan hugs Chris.

CHRI' S
I love you Rags. We'll have a good day yeah?

REGAN
You can bring M. Dennings if you like.
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CHRI S
M. Denni ngs?

REGAN
Vel |l you know it's okay.

CHRI' S
Wel | thank you very much but why on earth would I want to bring
Bur ke on your birthday?

REGAN
You li ke him

CHRI S
Yeah | like him Don't you like hin? Hey what's going on? What is
this?

REGAN
Your not gonna marry himare you?

CHRI S
Oh ny god, you kidding, ne marry Burke Dennings don't be silly,
of course not.

REGAN
What ?

CHRI' S
Where' d you ever get an idea like that?

REGAN
But you like him

CHRI' S
Course | like him 1 like pizzas to but I'mnot gonna nmarry one.

REGAN
Do you not |like himlike daddy?

CHRI S

Ch Regan | | ove your daddy. 1'll always |ove your daddy. Burke
just cones around here a | ot because he's lonely, don't got
nothin' to do

REGAN
Vell | heard differently.

CHRI S
Oh you did. What did you hear?

REGAN
I don't know, | just thought.

CHRI' S
Wel | your thinking's not so good.
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REGAN
How do you know?

CHRI S
Cause Burke and | are just friends. Ckay, really.

REGAN
Ckay.

Chris kisses Regan.

REGAN
Goodni ght .

I NTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF GEORGETOMN- CAMPUS BAR- NI GHT

Dam en is wal king away fromthe bar with two beers. He sits at a
tabl e and puts one beer in front of the president of the
university. Loud trendy nusic is playing in the background and
the bar is full of students.

KARRAS

It's nmy nother Tom She's alone | never should have left her. At
least in New York |'d be nearer, |'d be closer

PRESI DENT

Coul d see about a transfer Dam en.

KARRAS
I need reassignnent Tom | want out of this job. It's wong, it's
no good.

PRESI DENT
You're the best we've got.

KARRAS

Am | really? It's nore than psychiartry and you know that Tom
some of there problens cone down to faith, there vocation, the
nmeani ng of there lives and | can't cut it anynore. | need out |I'm
unfit. | think I'"ve lost nmy faith Tom

EXTERI OR- WASHI NGTON DC- CHRI'S CAR- DAY

Chris and Regan are driving through the streets of Washi ngton.
They are | aughi ng and j oki ng.

EXTERI OR- WASHI NGTON DC- LEE MANSI ON- DAY

In a nontage of shots, Chris is wal king and Regan is running
around the huge pilars. Chris takes pictures of Regan as she
poses for the canera.

EXTERI OR- WASHI NGTON DC- MEMORI AL DRI VE- DAY

Chris and Regan have stopped to watch a soldier march. They both
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| ook at a Tonb of an unknown sol dier. They both stare.

REGAN
Mom why do peopl e have to die?

Chris | ooks at her. She doesn't know how to answer.

CHRI' S
Peopl e get tired.

REGAN
Why does God let us get tired?

CHRI S
God gets | onesone for us, Rags. He wants us back.

EXTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- STREET- DAY
We see | eaves blow as we cut to a front shot of the house
| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOM- DAY

We start with a close up of Chris on the phone and slowy zoom
out to see Regan over hearing the phone call

CHRI S

Hell 0? Yes this is Ms. MacNeil. Operator you have got to be
kidding | have been on this line for twenty mnutes. (to Sharon)
Jesus Christ, can you believe this, he doesn't even call his
daughter on her birthday for christ sake.

SHARON
Maybe the circuit is busy?

CHRI' S
Ch circuit nmy ass, he doesn't give a shit!

SHARON
Way don't you let nme?

Sharon reaches for the phone from Chris' hand

CHRI S

No |'ve got it Sharon, it's all right. (on the phone)

Yes. No, Operator don't tell me there's no answer, it's the Hote
Excelcia in Rome would you try it again please and let it ring.
Hel |l 0? Operator you've given nme the nunber four tines. Wat did

you do, take an iliteracey test to get that job for Christ sake.
(shouting)
No don't tell me to be calmgod damm it! |'ve been on this

fucking line for twenty m nutes.
Regan sits on her bed and takes off her shoes.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- CHRI'S' BEDROOM- NI GHT
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It's dark and we see Chris a sleep in her bed. The silence is
broken by the phone ringing. She clubs her hand on the reciever
and picks it up. She holds it to her head.

CHRI S

Yeah? You're kidding ne? | thought | just went to bed. Uh huh
What are we doi ng scene sixty one? (switches the |ight on)
Ckay, just renmind himabout that blue belt huh?

She puts the phone down and rolls over to find Regan | aying next
to her.

CHRI' S
What are you doi ng here?

REGAN
My bed was shaking, | can't get to sleep.

CHRI S
Ch, honey.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- HALLWAY- NI GHT

W cut to a close up of the attic outside Chris' room W then
see Chris exit her roomtying the cord on her robe. She wal ks
toward the attic and | ooks as a crashing noi se cones fromthe
attic. She wal ks round to the entrance of the attic and pulls the
steps down with a pole. She pushes the light switch but nothing
happens, so she lights a candle and clinbs the steps as Regan

| ooks on from Chris' bed. Wien Chris reaches the attic, she wal ks
around in the darkness, knocking things over and | ooking for what
is making the crash. She looks for the rat traps to see if any
rats have been caught but all of themrenmain in tact with the

| umps of cheese still in place. Chris hears the crash again and
foll ows the sound, as she wal ks through the junk her candl e bl ows
up ans she hears a voi ce.

Chris turns around to see Karl standing on the steps of the
entrance shining a flash-1ight toward her.

KARL
There is nothing.

CHRI S
Ch Karl, Jesus Christ Karl, don't do that.

KARL
Very sorry, but you see, no rats!

CHRI S
No rats. Thanks a lot that's terrific.

EXTERI OR- UNI VERSTIY OF WASHI NGTON- DAHLGREN CHAPEL- DAY

We cut to an elderly bishop, wal king across the canpus carrying
two | arge bouquet flower pots. He wal ks up to the entrance of the
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chapel and enters.
I NTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF WASHI NGTON- DAHLGREN CHAPEL- DAY

The bi shop wal ks into the chapel, and wal ks to the aisle. Wen he
reaches the aisle he bows and then approaches the altar. He

pl aces one of the boucuets in front of one statue, but as he
turns to the canmera he wal ks very slowy and we see himin shock
as he gasps. W cut to what he has seen. It's the statue of the
Virgin Mary, which has been horribly desecrated, by being given a
clay penis and pointing clay breasts.

| NTERI OR- BELLEVUE PSYCHI ATRI C HOSPI TAL- HALLYWAY- DAY

We cut to Karras hurridly wal king down a corridor being foll owed
by his Uncle.

UNCLE

The edi ma affected her brain, you understand Di mry? She don't |et
no doctor come near her. She was all the tine screaning, even
talking to the radio.

KARRAS
You shoul d have called nme the mnute it happened.

UNCLE
Li sten, regular hospital not going to put up with her D my,
under stand? So we give her a shot and bring her here, till the

doctors fix up her leg, then we take her out Dimy, two or three
nmont hs and she's out good as new.

They approach an office and Karras' Uncle walks in to speak to
t he nurse.

UNCLE
M ss?

NURSE
Yes?

UNCLE
VW want to see Ms. Karras.

NURSE
Do you have an appoi nt nent ?

UNCLE
Yes

NURSE
Are you a relative?

UNCLE
Yes | am her brother, he's the son

NURSE
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Just a m nute.

The grabs a set of keys and wites sonmething in a note book. W
then cut to Damien staring in the window of the ward. He's see's
all sorts of people, all with nmental problens.

UNCLE

You know it's funny. If you wasn't a priest you' d be fanous
psychi atri st now on Park Avenue, your nother she'd be living in a
pent house instead of here.

The nurse unl ocks the door and opens it. Damien |ooks at his
Uncl e.

UNCLE
You go in Dimy. | wait for you outside.

Karras wal ks in and | eaves his Uncl e behi nd.

NURSE
You'll find Ms. Karras on the |last bed on the |eft hand side.

As Damien enters, a few of the patients rush toward him Two of
themgrab him as the nurse tries to get them away. Dam en barges
them out of his way only to have anot her patient rush into him
and take his collar. The nurse takes her away as bed bound
patients | ook on with arns out stretched. Dami en approaches his
not hers bed.

KARRAS
Monmma? It's Di mmy nomma.

Ms. Karras slowy turns her eyes to him

MRS. KARRAS
Dinmy. Way they did this to ne D my? Wy?

Dami en rushes to confort his nother.

KARRAS
Monmma, |' m gonna take you outta here nomma.

Ms. Karras struggles to turn away fromhim

KARRAS
Monma |' m goona take you hone.

Ms. Karras shouts at himin Geek as Danien tries to confort
her .

KARRAS
Momra, everything's gonna be alright noma, |' m gonna take you
hone!

EXTERI OR- NEW YORK- CI TY STREET- DAY

http://www.horrorlair.com/scripts/exorcist.ntml (21 of 80)6/15/2009 9:54:52 PM



HorrorLair - The Exorcist Script

We cut to Damien talking to his Uncle face to face.

KARRAS
Coul dn't you have put her sone place el se?

UNCLE
Li ke what? Private hospital ? Wio got the noney for that D mry?
You?

I NTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF CEORGETOMNN- BOXI NG GYM DAY

We cut Damien taking his frustration out on a punch bag. He
throws a few hard punches before stopping for breath.

I NTERI OR- DR KLEIN' S EXAM NI NG ROOMV DAY
Bri ef nontage of shots.

Kl ein adm ni stering a physical to Regan. Including opthal noscope,
tuning fork and sinple coordination tests. Al so blood sanple in
centrifograph, and urine sanpl under microscope. Final shot has a
nurse with her back against the exam ning table, her expression
partly puzzled, partly disturbed as she observes Regan, who is in
her slip and in constant notion; stepping, twirling, touching,
maki ng nervous novenents whilst aimessly hunming. Klein is not
present.

I NTERI OR- DR KLEIN S OFFI CE- DAY

Chris is seated on the edge of a chair. Klein is behind his desk,
writing a prescription.

DR KLEIN

A disorder of the nerves. At least we think it is. W don't know
yet exactly how it works, but it's often seen in earl

adol escence. She shows all the synptons:. the hyperactivity; the
tenper; her performance in nath.

CHRI S
Wiy the mat h?

DR KLEIN
It affects concentration

Here tears the prescription away fromthe pad.

DR KLEIN
Now this is for Ritalin. Ten mligrans a day.

CHRI' S
What is it? Atranquilizer?

DR KLEIN
A stinul ant .

CHRI S
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Stinulant? She's higher than a kite right now

DR KLEI'N

Her condition isn't quite what it seens. Nobody knows the cause
of her hyperkinetic behaviour in a child. The Ritalin sens to
work to relieve the condition, but we really don't know how or
why, frankly. Your daughter's synptons could be an overreaction
to depression- but that's out of ny field.

CHRI S
Depr essi on?

DR KLEIN
Well, you nentioned her father... the divorce.
CHRI' S

Do you think I should take her to see a psychiatrist?

DR KLEIN
Ch no. 1'd wait and see what happens with the Ritalin. | think
that's the answer. Wait two or three weeks.

CHRI' S
And those lies she's been telling?

DR KLEI N
Li es?

CHRI' S
Ya know, those things to get attention, |ike saying that her bed
shakes and stuff.

DR KLEIN
Have you ever known your daughter to swear and use obscenities?

CHRI S
Never .

DR KLEIN
Well, you see, that's quite simlar to things |ike her |ying-
unchar act er -

CHRI' S
Wait a minute. What are you tal king about?

DR KLEIN
Vell, she let |oose quite a string while | was exam ning her,
M's. MacNei l

CHRI' S
You' re kidding! Like what?

DR KLEIN
Well, I'd say her vocabul ary's rather extensive.
CHRI S
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Wl l, what, for exanple? | nean, give ne a for instance!
Kl ein shrugs. No reply.

CHRI' S
Hey, cone on, |'mgrown-up. What'd she say? | nmean specifically,
Doct or .

DR KLEIN
Well, specifically, Ms. MacNeil, she advised ne to keep ny
fingers away from her goddam cunt.

CHRI S
(shocked, | aughing)
She used t hose words?

DR KLEIN
She used those words. Look, | doubt that she even understood what
she was sayi ng.

CHRI S
Yeah, | guess. Maybe not. You don't think a psychiatrist-?

DR KLEIN
The best explanation is always the sinplest one. Let's wait.
Let's wait and see. In the neantinme try not to worry.

EXTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- PROSPECT STREET- N GHT

We see the house is |it up as there's a party going on inside. A
car pulls up before we enter.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- NI GHT

W see lots of people enjoying them sel ves, talking, |aughing,
eating. Music playing and people having a good tinme. W see Burke
sitting on a couch with two people beside him he's drunk and is
sat twirling his finger around in his drink.

BURKE
There seens to be an alien pubic hair in ny Gn.

ASTRONAUT
| beg your pardon?

BURKE
Never seen it before in ny life. Have you?

W see nore people having fun, Regan | aughing and we then cut to
Fat her Dyer, a young priest who is talking to the sane guy Burke
was.

ASTRONAUT

Wel |l actually Father, we're quite confortable up there, at | east
conpared to the Gem ni and Mercury program So they were tight
for space, see we've got about two-hundred and ten cubic feet so
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we can nove around.

FATHER DYER
Listen, if you ever go up there again will you take ne al ong?

ASTRONAUT
(1 aughs)
What for?

FATHER DYER
First missionary on nars.

W then cut to Burke who is approaching Karl, who is carrying a
tray of drinks.

BURKE
Tell me, was it public relations you done for the Gestapo or
community rel ations?

KARL
I''m Swi ss.

BURKE
Yes of course. Never went bow ing with Goebbels either | suppose
ah?

Karl wal ks away.

BURKE
Nazi bast ard.

W cut to Chris who is talking to Father Dyer.

CHRI S
Over behind the church, you know where | nmean over there, it's a
red brick w ng?

FATHER DYER
St. Mke's.

CHRI S

What goes down there? | mean who's the priest | keep seeing, he's
there all the tine. He has black hair and he's very intense

| ooki ng?

FATHER DYER
Dam en Karras.

CHRI S
Karr as.

FATHER DYER

That's his office back of St. Mke's. He's our psychiatric
counsellor. He had a pretty rough knock | ast night poor guy, his
not her passed away. She was living by herself and | guess she was
dead a coupl e of days before they found her.
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We cut to the kitchen where Burke is once again taunting Karl

BURKE
Cunting Hun! Bl oody danm butchering Nazi pig!

Karl |unges at Burke and grabs him by the throat.

KARL
Bastard! | will kill you

CHRI S
Kar| !

Chris, Sharon and Wllie pull Karl away fromBurke. WIllie takes
himinto anot her room

KARL
You fi end!

Burke just |aughs and claps his hands.

BURKE
What's for dessert?

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOW NI GHT

W see Regan is tucked up in bed with her eyes closed. Chris
pulls the covers up to her shoul ders.

CHRI S
Are you asl eep?

There is no reply so Chris kisses her and exits. As Chris
di sappears Regan's eyes open suddenly.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- N GHT

We cut to Chris and Sharon who are trying to help (a very drunk)
Burke to the front door. Burke is trying to nunble a song. Sharon
opens the front door for him

CHRI' S
Li sten Burke, your car is on the curbe. Luis is waiting..

Bur ke hugs her. Chris | ooks confused and hugs hi m back. Burke
pul Il s away and points his finger as if he wants to say sonething,
but he forgets.

CHRI' S
What honey?

BURKE
Fuck it.

Bur ke wal ks of f and Chris and Sharon cl ose the door and return to
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the party. Father Dyer is sitting at the piano and everyone is
si ngi ng songs.

FATHER DYER
H Chris. Geat party.

CHRI S
Yeah, don't stop. Keep going.

FATHER DYER

Li sten, | don't need any encouragenent, but ny idea of heaven is
a solid white night club, with ne as the head |iner, for al
eternity and they | ove ne.

Everyone | aughs. Father Dyer starts to play a song and everyone
si ngs al ong.

EVERYONE
"Down on the east side of Toyd..."

FATHER DYER
Toyd, Toyd.

EVERYONE
"Toyd, that's ny honme, sweet hone. Can we both think it's..."

Regan appears in view and Father Dyer notices her first.

FATHER DYER
Hey I, | think we have a guest.

Everyone turns to Regan as she stands and stares at the astronaut
guy.

REGAN
Your gonna die up there.

The guy | ooks puzzl ed and Regan begins to urinate on the floor.
CHRI S
Regan, ny God honey. (to the guests)

I'"'msorry, she's been sick. She didn't know what she was saying.

PART GUY1
That's all right.

CHRI S

(to Regan)

C non.

Chris takes Regan out.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BATHROOM NI GHT

Regan is in the bath tub, hunched forward, staring infront of
her. Chris has a sponge and is rinsing water on Regan's back.
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CHRI S
What made you say that Regan? Do you know sweet heart?

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOMW NI GHT
Chris tucks Regan in and wal ks to the door.

REGAN
Mot her? What's wong with ne?

Chris wal ks back to her.

CHRI S
It's just like the doctor said, it's nerves and that's all. Ckay,
you just take your pills and you'll be fine really. Okay?

Regan nods and Chris exits the room
| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- HALLWAY- NI GHT

Chris wal ks to the stairs where we see WIllie, down stairs,
cl eani ng up Regan's ness.

CHRI S

Is it comng out WIlie?
WLLIE

Yes, | think so.

Al'l of a sudden we here Regan scream ng along with a constant
crashing sound. Chris rushes to Regan's room

REGAN
Mot her! Mot her! Mother!!!!I'l Mther help!

Chris opens the door and gasps in shock. W then see Regan on her
bed, but the bed is thunping and shaking ferociously.

CHRI S
Ch ny CGod!

REGAN
Make it stop! What's wong!! |'m scared!!

Chris junps on the bed to confort Regan and they both sit
screaming as the bed continues to rapidly junp around.

I NTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF CECRGETOMN- HALLWAY- NI GHT

Fat her Dyer is wal king down the long corridor to Danien's room
He reaches the room knocks ad then enters.

KARRAS
Where' d you get the noney for the Chivas Regal ? The poor box?
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FATHER DYER
That's an insult, | got a vow of poverty.

KARRAS
Where'd you get it then?

FATHER DYER
| stole it.

KARRAS
| believe you.

FATHER DYER
Col | ege president shouldn't drink. Tends to set a bad exanple, |
figure | saved themfroma big tenptation

KARRAS
Oh Christ! | should of been there and | wasn't there, | should' ve
been there.

FATHER DYER
There was not hing you could do. Lye down. C non.

Fat her Dyer hel ps Damien onto his bed, takes his cigarette and
takes his shoes off.

FATHER DYER
Thi nk you can sl eep?

KARRAS
Are you gonna steal my shoes now?

FATHER DYER
No, | tell fortunes by reading the crease, now shut up and go to
sl eep.

Dani en grabs Father Dyer's armbut slowy let's go. Father Dyer
turns the light out and heads for the door.

FATHER DYER
Goodni ght Di mrs.

KARRAS
Stealing is a sin.

Dyer exists. W slowy zoomin on Damen while he's asleep. He
starts to dream and we see the inmages that come into his head.
There is falling nedallion, a swng pendulumin a clock and a
runni ng dog. He then sees his nother ascending a subway tunnel to
the street, Karras is on the other side of the street and

al t hough there is no sound, we can see that Damien is calling
"Momma" and Ms. Karras is calling "Damien". A white denonic face
flashes a split second as Karras starts to run across the street
to his nother, but we see her once again descend to the subway.
W see the falling medallion again and as it hits the floor, the
silence is broken by Regan's screamng.
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I NTERI OR- HCSPI TAL- DR, KLEIN S OFFI CE- DAY

REGAN
| don't want it.

CHRI S
Honey it's to hel p you.

We can see Dr. Klein preparing an injection

REGAN
| don't want it, | don't want it.

Dr. Klein injects the needle into Regan's arm She spits at him

REGAN
You fucking bastard!!

I NTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF GEORCGETOMN- CHAPEL- DAY
Karras is doing a church service in the chapel

KARRAS

(whi sper)

Renmenber O Lord, Thy servant, Mary Karras... who has gone before
us with the sign of faith, and sl eeps the sleep of peace. (to the
att endants)

Lord I amnot worthy to receive you, but only say the words and |
shal | be healed. May the body of Christ bring ne ever |asting
life.

I NTERI OR- HOSPI TAL- CORRI DOR- DAY

Chris is waiting outside Dr. Klein's office. Dr.Kl ein emerges
fromhis room

DR KLEIN

Well, It's a synptomof a type of desturbance in the chenico-
electrical activity of the brain. In the case of your daughter in
the tenperal lobe, up here in the lateral part of the brain. It's
rare, but it does cause bizarre hallucinations and usually just
bef ore a convul si on.

CHRI S
Convul si on?

DR KLEIN
The shaking of the bed, that's doubtless due to musucl ar spasns.

CHRI S

Oh no, that was no spasm | got on the bed, the whole bed was
thumpi ng and rising off the floor and shaki ng. The whol e thi ng,
with ne on it!

DR. KLEI'N
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Ms. MacNeil the problemw th your daughter is not her bed, it's
her brain.

They both walk into Klein's office.
| NTERI OR- HOSPI TAL- DR, KLEIN S OFFI CE- DAY

CHRI S
So, what causes this?

DR KLEIN
Lesion, Lesion in the tenperal lobe. It's a kind of seizure
di sorder.

CHRI S
Look doc, | really don't understand how her whol e personality
coul d change.

DR KLEIN

The tenperal lobe is very commpn. Could | ast for days, even
weeks. |t isn't rare to find destructive or even crim nal
behavi our.

CHRI S
Hey do ne a favour will ya'. Tell me something good.
DR KLEIN

Don't be alarned. If it's a lesion in a way she's fortunate. Al
we have to do is renove the scar.

I NTERI OR- HOSPI TAL- OPERATI NG THEATRE- DAY

W see Regan bei ng wheel ed on a bed to the operating bench. The
pl ace the bed next to the bench and pull the bars down.

MALE NURSE
Regan, could you sit up and scoot over here?

Regan does so and she | ays back onto the operating bench. The
mal e nurse pushes a button and the bench begins to nove forward.

MALE NURSE
Regan, |'mjust gonna nove you down to the table okay?

The bench conmes to a halt.

MALE NURSE
Just for a short tine.

Both nurses, nmale and feral e, | oosen Regans gown around the neck
to prep her for the doctor. They place nonitors on her arns.

MALE NURSE
Very sticky.

The doctor approaches Regan with a pot of betadine and puts a
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sponge into the pot.

DOCTOR
Now Regan you're going to feel sonething, a little bit cold and
wet .

He dabs the sponge onto her neck making it a light brown col our.
The doctor then picks up a hypoderm c needl e and noves toward
her. We can see Chris and Dr. Klein in the view ng room

DOCTOR
Ckay, now you're gonna feel a little stick here. Don't nove.

The doctor injects the needle into Regan's neck.

DOCTOR
Good.

He then picks up a a needl e head without the syringe, and noves
toward her.

DOCTOR
Ckay, you're gonna feel sone pressure here, now don't nove.

The doctor places the needle into the hole he nmade with the
syringe. Regan is quietly yelping in pain, and Chris is in pain
wat chi ng her daughter suffer. The doctor takes the tiny cap from
the needle, Regan's clothing is squirted with bl ood and pl aces a
tube into the needle's head. W see the blood rush from Regan's
neck through the tube. The nmale nurse then tapes Regan's chin
down to prevent her fromnoving. The nurses then nove in a huge
machi ne, two pieces either side of Regan's head and a piece
above. The lights fade out in the theatre and all we can see is
Regan's face illuninated by this huge nachi nce above her.

DOCTOR
Hook up

We see a finger flip a switch and the nmachine cones to life. A
guy in the view room pushes another button and the nachine lets
of f several |oud bangs. In the theatre we can see Regan crying.

I NTERI OR- HOSPI TAL- X- RAY ROOM DAY

W see an X-ray slide of Regan's skull appear on an illuninated
screen. Then several nore appear one after the other. W see Dr.
Tanney is controlling the slides as he exanines them Dr. Klein
is wth him

DR TANNEY
There's nothing there. No vascul ar di splacenent at all. You want
me to run another series?

DR KLEI'N
| don't think so. I'd Iike you to see her again
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A nurse enters the room

NURSE
Excuse ne Doctor. Chris MacNeil is on the phone, she says it's
urgent.

DR KIEIN
CGot sone tine?

DR. TANNEY
O course.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- DAY
We hear the doorbell ring and Sharon racing down the stairs to

answer it, but no sound could block out Regan's scream ng from up
stairs. Sharon opens the door.

SHARON
Dr. Klein?
DR KLEIN

Yes |'mDr. Klein, this is Dr. Tanney.

DR TANNEY
How do you do?

SHARON
Hi Sharon, things have gotten worse since we called you, | better
take you up stairs.

DR KLEI'N
I s she having spasns agai n?

SHARON
Yes but they' ve gotten violent.

DR KLEIN
Did you give her the nedication she needed?

SHARON
Yes.

DR. TANNEY
What was that?

DR KLEIN
Thorazi ne. Before that it was Ritalin

They approach Regan's door. Sharon knocks.

SHARON
Chris, Doctors.

Chris opens the door.
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DR KLEIN
Ms. MacNeil, this is Doctor Tanney.

W see Regan is laying on her bed, thrashing her torso agai nst

the mattress and up again.

REGAN
Mot her pl ease! Ch please nother make it stop! It's burning,
bur ni ng pl ease not her!

CHRI' S
So sonet hi ng pl ease Doctor, Help her!

REGAN
Make it stop,it really hurts! Mther! Mke it...

it's

Regan suddenly grow s, her eyes roll back and her throat swells

abnormal ly. She stands up on the bed.

DR KLEI'N
Al right then Regan, let's see...

Regan back hands Dr. Klein and he flies backward.

CHRI' S
Oh Regan!

REGAN DEMON
Keep away! The sow i s m ne!

She pulls up her dress and m nes nasturbation.

REGAN DEMON
Fuck ne ! Fuck Me! Fuck ne!

She falls back and starts to scream agai n.

DR KLEIN
Get ny bag!

Sharon grabs Dr. Klein's bag and Karl slaps Regan to stop her
fromscreaning. Chris screans with horror in reaction to what
Kl ei n

she's just seen. Karl and Dr. Tanney hold Regan down as Dr.
prepares a syringe to knock her out.

REGAN
Stay away from nme! Stay away! Mot her!

DR KLEI'N
Hol d her steady, Hold her tight!

Dr. Klein injects the needle and Sharon takes Chris outside.

the door is closed, Regan's scream ng becones dead sil ence.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY- DAY

http://www.horrorlair.com/scripts/exorcist.ntml (34 of 80)6/15/2009 9:54:52 PM

When



HorrorLair - The Exorcist Script

Chris and Sharon sit in the hallway with their heads in hands.
Klein and Tanney exit Regan's room and approach them Chris
st ands.

DR KLEI'N
She's heavily sedated. She'll probably sleep through tonorrow.

CHRI S
What was going on in there, how could she junp off the bed |ike
t hat ?

DR TANNEY

Pat hol ogi cal states can induce abnormal strength, accel erated
nmot or performance. For exanple, a ninety-pound wonen sees her
child pi nned under the wheel of a truck, runs out and lifts the
wheels half a foot up off the ground. You know the story, sane

thing here. Same principle, | nean.
CHRI S

So what's wong with her?

DR KLEIN

We still think the tenmporal |obe...
CHRI S

Ch. What are you tal king about for Christ sake! Did you see her
or not? She's acting like a fucking out of her mind psychotic or
a split personality or..

DR TANNEY

There haven't been nore than a hundred authenticated cases of so-
called split personality, Ms. MacNeil. Now | know the tenptation
is to leap to psychiatry, but any reasonable psychiatrist would
exhaust the somatic possibilities first.

CHRI S
So what's next?

DR TANNEY
A pneunoencephel ogram | would think, pin down that lesion. It
wi Il involve another spinal

CHRI S
Ch, Christ.
DR TANNEY

What we missed in the EEG and the arteriogram coul d conceivably
turn up there. At the least, it would elimnate certain other
possibilities.

| NTERI OR- MEDI CAL LABORATORY- DAY
We see a piece of heavy machinery sw velling above the canera. W

then see Regan strapped to a table, hooked up to the nachi ne.
She's yel ping in pain.
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| NTERI OR- DR. KLEIN S OFFI CE- DAY
Dr. Klein is |ooking over the |ab reports and seens baffl ed.

DR KLEI'N
Dr. Tanney says the X-rays are negative. In other words normal

Chris sighs.

DR KLEI'N
Do you keep any drugs in your house?

CHRI' S
No. OF course not, nothing like that.

DR. KLEI'N
Are you sure?

CHRI S
Well of course I"'msure. I'd tell you. Christ, | don't even snpke
grass.

DR KLEIN
Are you planning to be hone soon? LA, | nean.

CHRI S

No. I'mbuilding a new house, the old one's been sold. | was
going to take Regan to Europe for a while, after she finished
school here. Wiy d'you ask?

DR KLEIN
Il think it's tine we started | ooking for a psychiatrist.

INTERIOR- CHRIS CAR- NI GHT

Angle fromdriver's seat- 'M Street and 36th. Through the

wi ndshi el d, dead ahead, a crowd has gat hered by the base of the
steep steps beside the house, and an anbul ance is pulling out
into traffic. Police car lights are flashing. As Chris rounds off
the bridge on to Prospect street, the ambul ance pulls out and
then gets ahead of her, siren wailing. We follow the ambul ance
for two beats.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- KI TCHEN- NI GHT

The lights are blinking on and off and the phone is ringing.
Chris enters the kitchen and answers the phone.

CHRI S

(down t he phone)

Hel | 0?

But there is no answer. She puts the phone down and wanders
further into the kitchen. The lights are still blinking.
CHRI S
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Shar on?
The |ights cone back on.

CHRI S
Shar ?

Still no response. Chris exits to the | ounge.
| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR HALL- NI GHT

As Chris reaches the | anding she halts, her eyes warily scanning
around, then she continues down the hall toward us, and opens the
door to Regan's bedroom

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOMt NI GHT

There is silence as Chris stands by the door a nonment. Chris hugs
hersel f, shivering fromthe cold. Regan is sound asl eep and
uncovered fromthe bed sheets. Chris sees that the wi ndow is w de
open.

CHRI' S
(whi sper)
Shit.

Chris noves to the wi ndow and closes it, but still feels cold.
She wal ks to Regan and pulls the covers back over her.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR HALL- NI GHT

As Chris exits and softly closes Regan's door. She wal ks toward
the stairs when we hear the front door close, followed by a call

SHARON
(downst ai rs)
Shar on!

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- FOYER- NI GHT

Sharon enters with a brown pharnacy bag.

CHRI' S

What the hell do you nean going out and | eaving Regan by her

sel f! What are you kidding her wi ndow s wi de open..

SHARON
VWhat didn't he tell you?

CHRI S
Didn't who tell nme?

SHARON
Bur ke.

CHRI S
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What's Burke got to do with it?

SHARON

Wll, when | went to get the Thorazine | had himto stay with her
and... Ch, | should of known better.

CHRI S

Yeah, well | guess you shoul d' ve.

Chris hangs up her jacket and the doorbell rings.

SHARON
What did the doctor say?

CHRI S
We have to start |ooking for a shrink

She opens the door. It's the assistant director.

CHRI S
H Chuck, c'non in.

CHUCK
| suppose you' ve heard.

CHRI S
Hear d what ?

Chuck takes his hat off and holds it to his chest.

CHUCK
You haven't heard.

Chris turns around to face hi mand | ooks baffl ed.

CHUCK

Burke's dead. (Short pause)

He nmust of been drunk. He fell down fromthe top of the steps
right outside, by the tine he hit "M Street he'd broken his
neck.

Chris puts her hands to her nouth.

CHRI S
Ch Cod!

Chris breaks into tears and press up against the wall. Chuck
gently hugs her from behi nd.

CHUCK
Yeah, | know.

Chuck backs away.

CHUCK
"Il see you later.
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Chuck exits.

CHRI S
Ch Bur ke! Poor Burke!

SHARON
| can't believe it.

Chris lowers her brow into her hand, | eaning against the door.
She shakes her head, exhal es.

CHRI' S
| guess everything-

She breaks off, staring with horror at sonething descending the
stairs. It's Regan on all fours. She's gliding, spiderlike,

noi sel essly and swiftly, down the staircase. She halts directly
at the bottom Staring at Sharon. Sharon is shocked and eyes

fi xed on Regan. Regan's tongue begins to flicker rapidly in and
out of her nouth. She crawl s very speedly toward Sharon with her
tongue sticking out. Sharon screams and runs toward the door,
Chris falls on Regan trying to hold her back

CHRI S
Call the doctor!

We fade to bl ack

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Now when | touch your forehead, open your eyes.

We fade back with a full face shot of Regan, with two fingers
W pi ng her brow.

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- CHRI'S' BEDROOM DAY
W stay fixed on Regan's full mug shot.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Are you confortabl e Regan?

REGAN
Yes.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
How ol d are you?

REGAN
Twel ve.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Is there soneone inside you?

REGAN
Sonet i nes.
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PSYCHI ATRI ST
Wo is it?
REGAN

I don't know.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Is it Captain Howdy?

REGAN
| don't know.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
If | ask himto tell ne, will you | et himanswer?

We now get a view of the whole room Chris and Dr. Klein are al so
present.

REGAN
No.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Way not ?

REGAN
I''m afrai d.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
If he talks to ne, | think he'll |eave you. Do you want himto
| eave you?

REGAN
Yes.

We get a close up of the psychiatrist.

PSYCHI ATRI ST

I"'mtalking to the person inside of Regan now. If you are there
you too are hypnotised and nust answer all ny questions. Come
forward answer me now.

A framed picture of Regan drops to the floor. W switch to a

cl ose up of Regan who is growing like sonme kind of animal. Chris
and Dr. Klein both cover there nose and nmouth as if a foul stench
is circulating the room

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Are you the person inside of Regan?

Regan's eyes are fixed on the psychiatrist. Her armis propped up
like a cobra ready to strike.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
Who are you?
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Regan' s hand drops and grips the psychiatrists scrotum squeezing
like a vice. The psychiatrist screans in pain.

PSYCHI ATRI ST
ARGHHHH Harol d!'!! Hel p ne!

Dr. Klein grabs Regan and pulls her away. Regan falls back and
screans extrenely | oud.

EXTERI OR- RUNNI NG TRACK- GEORCETOMN UNI VERSI TY- DAY

In training gear, Karras is running | aps. Seated on a bench at
the edge of the track, watching Karras, Lt. Kinderman. Karras

seens curious, if not disturbed, by Kinderman's presence. \Wen
Karras stops, panting, Kinderman rises and noves toward him

KI NDERVAN
Fat her Karras?

Karras picks up his towel and wi pes his brow.

KARRAS
Have we net?

Kl NDERVAN
No we haven't nmet, but they said | could tell; that you | ooked
i ke a boxer.

Ki nder man shows hi s badge.

KI NDERVAN
WIlliamF. Kinderman. Hom ci de.

KARRAS
What's this about?

Kl NDERVAN
Yeah, it's true. You do |ook |ike a boxer. John Garfield, in Body
and Soul. Exactly John Garfield anyone told you that Father?

KARRAS
Do people tell you look |ike Paul Newran?

KI NDERVAN
Al ways.

Karras wal ks away toward the canpus

KI NDERVAN
You this director was doing a filmhere, Burke Denni ngs?

KARRAS
I've seen him

KI NDERVAN
You' ve seen him You're also famliar with how | ast week he di ed?
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KARRAS
Only what | read in the papers.

KI NDERVAN
Papers. Tell me, what do you know about the subject of
witchcraft? Fromthe witching end, not the hunting.

KARRAS
| once did a paper on it

KI NDERVAN
Real | y?

KARRAS
From the psychiatric end.

Kl NDERVAN
I know. | read it. These desecration's in the church..you think
they have anything to do with witchcraft?

KARRAS
Maybe. Some rituals used in Black Mass. Mybe.

KI NDERVAN
And Denni ngs, you read how he died?

KARRAS
Yeah, a fall

Kl NDERVAN

Let ne tell you how Father, and please confidential. Burke
Denni ngs, good Father, was found at the bottom of those steps
leading to 'M Street, with his head turned conpl etely around.
Faci ng backwar ds.

KARRAS
Couldn't it of happened on the fall.

Kl NDERVAN
It's possible. Possible however...

KARRAS
Unli kel y.

Kl NDERVAN
Exactly. So on the one hand we've got a witchcraft type of rnurder
and a Bl ack Mass style of desecration in the church.

KARRAS
You think the killer and the desecrator are the sane?

KI NDERMAN

Maybe sonmebody crazy, soneone with a spite against the church,
sone unconsci ous rebellion, perhaps.
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KARRAS
Sick priest, is that it?

Kl NDERVAN

Look, Father this is hard for you- please. But for priests on the
campus here, you're the psychiatrist; you' d know who was sick at
the time, who wasn't. | nean this kind of sickness. You' d know

t hat .

KARRAS
I don't know anyone who fits the description.

Kl NDERVAN
Ah, doctor's ethics. If you knew you wouldn't tell, huh?

KARRAS
No | probably wouldn't.

Kl NDERVAN

Not to bother you with trivia, but a psychiatrist in sunny
California was thrown in jail for not telling the judge what he
knew about a patient.

KARRAS

Is that a threat?

KI NDERVAN

No, | nmentioned it only in passing.
KARRAS

Incidentally I nmention only in passing that | could tell the
judge that it was a matter of confession.

Karras wal ks off toward his dormtory and Ki nderman chases him

KI NDERVAN
Hey, Father? You |ike novies?

KARRAS
Very nuch.

KI NDERVAN
| get passes to the best shows in town. Ms. K though, she gets
tired and never likes to go.

KARRAS
That's to bad.

Kl NDERVAN

Yeah, | hate to go alone. You know, | like to talk film discuss
the critique. D you wanna see a filmwith ne? I got passes to The
Crest. It's Ohello.

KARRAS
Wo's init?
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Kl NDERVAN
Who's in it? Debbie Reynol ds, Desdenpbna, and O hell o, G oucho
Mar x. You're happy?

KARRAS
I've seen it.

Kl NDERVAN
One last tinme: Can you think of some priest who fits the bill?

KARRAS
Cone on!

KI NDERVAN
Answer the question, Father Paranoia.

KARRAS
Alright. You know who | think really did it?

Kl NDERVAN
Who?

KARRAS
The Dom ni cans. Go pick on them

KI NDERMAN
| could have you deported, you know that?

Karras wal ks to the front door.

Kl NDERVAN

(shouts to Karras)

I Iied!

Karras turns around.

KI NDERVAN

(shouting to Karras)

You | ook Iike Sal M neo!

Karras snmiles and wal ks inside.

EXTERI OR- BARRI NGER CLI NI G DAY

The | eaves bl ow as the canmera zoonms in on the Barringer Cinic.
I NTERI OR- BARRI NGER CLI NI G WARD- DAY

CLI NI C DI RECTOR

It Iooks like a type of disorder that you rarely ever see

anynore, except in primtive cultures.

We see Regan on a nmonitor screen. She's in another fit, in bed
and restrai ned by straps.

CLI NI C DI RECTCR
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We call it a sommanbuliform possession.

We cut to another angle of Regan who has slightly visible welts
on her face. She's still screaming. We then cut to Regan, now
flat on her back, munbling to herself.

I NTERI OR- BARRI NGER CLINI G DI RECTOR S OFFI CE- DAY

CLI NI C DI RECTOR

Quite frankly, we don't know nuch about it except that it's
starts with some conflict or guilt that eventually |leads to the
patient's delusion that his body's been invaded by an alien
intellegence; a spirit if you wll.

CHRI' S
Look, I'mtelling you again and you' d better believe it, |'m not
about to put her in a goddamm asyl un

CLI NI C DI RECTOR
It's-

CHRI S
And | don't care what you call it! I'"mnot putting her away!

CLI NI C DI RECTCR
I"msorry.

CHRI' S
You're sorry. Christ, eighty-eight doctors and all you can tel
me is all of your bullshit...

CLINIC DI RECTOR- There is one outside chance of a cure. | think
of it as shock treatnment. As | say, there is an outside chance..

CHRI' S
WIIl you just nanme it, for God s sake? What is it?

MALE DOCTOR
Do you have any religious beliefs?

CHRI S
No.

FEMALE DOCTOR
What about your daughter?

CHRI' S
No, why?

CLI NI C DI RECTCOR
Have you ever heard of exorcisn?

Chris | ooks at himbaffl ed.

CLI NI C DI RECTOR
It's a stylized ritual in which rabbis or priests try to drive
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out the so-called invading spirit. It's pretty much di scarded

t hese days, except by the Catholics who keep it in the closet as
a sort of enbarrassment. It has worked, in fact, although not for
the reason they think, of course. It was purely the force of
suggestion. The victims belief in possession hel ped cause it;
and just in the same way this belief in the power of exorcismcan
meke it di sappear.

CHRI S
You're telling me that, | should take ny daughter to a witch
doctor? Is that it?

The Cinic Director nods and | ooks at Chris.
EXTERI OR- PROSPECT STREET- MACNEI L HOUSE- DAY

A car has pulled up and Karl is exiting the driver's seat and
openi ng the rear door while Sharon exits on the right rear side.
Karl reaches in and picks up a small figure (Regan)

wrapped in a blanket from Chris' back seat.

EXTERI OR- M STREET- DAY

Ki nderman i s exam ng the area where Burke was found dead. He
wal ks to the steep concrete steps and | ooks up them W feel and
eeri e atnosphere suroundi ng these steps.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOM DAY

Regan is tucked up in bed. Chris noves slowy forward to the
bedsi de and | ooks down at Regan. Chris then |leans and tenderly
adjuts her pillow In the process, she uncovers a crucifix under
it. She lifts it out, examning it.

EXTERI OR- M STREET- DAY

Ki nderman begins to clinb the stairs but stops and turns back. He
| ooks down in a snall ditch beside the steps. He clears the grass
with his feet and reaches down for sonmething. He picks up a snal
scul pture of an aninal rmade of clay. He examines it and then
clinbs the steps.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY- DAY

Chris exits Regan's room and approaches Karl who is descending
the stairs. Chris | eans over the bannister.

CHRI' S
Karl? Did you put this in Regan's bedroonf?

KARL
She is going to be well?

CHRI S

Karl if you put this in Regan's room| want you to tell me, now
did you?
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KARL
No. It wasn't ne. | didn't.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- STUDY- DAY

Chris has now confronted both Sharon and Wllie in the study. She
shows the crucifix to them

CHRI S
This was under Regan's pillow. Did you put it there?

SHARON
O course | didn't.

WLLIE
| didn't put it.

Karl enters the room

KARL
Excuse ne M ss?

CHRI S
(shout i ng)
Vhat !

KARL
A man to see you

CHRI S
(shouting)
What man?

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- FOYER- DAY

Ki nderman stands with his hat in his hand as Chris approaches.

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- KI TCHEN- DAY

Chris and Kinderman both sit in the kitchen, coffee cups in hand.
KI NDERVAN

Does your daughter renenber if perhaps M. Dennings was in her

roomin her roomthat night?

CHRI S
No, she was heavily sedat ed.

KI NDERVAN
It's serious?

CHRI S
Yes, |I'maffraid it is.
KI NDERVAN
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May | ask...?

CHRI S
We still don't know.

KI NDERVAN
Watch out for drafts. A draft in the fall when the house is hot
is a magic carpet for bacteria.

Karl enters the room

KARL
Excuse ne Madane? WI| there be anything el se?

CHRI S
No t hanks Karl .

Karl stands in the background. Chris turns to him

CHRI S
It's okay Karl.

Karl exits.

Kl NDERVAN

Strange...strange...so baffling. The deceased cones to visit,
stays only twenty nminutes, and | eaves all alone a very sick girl.
And speaking plainly Ms. MacNeil, as you say, it's not likely he
would fall froma wi ndow. Besides that, a fall wouldn't do to his
neck what we found except maybe a chance in a thousand. My hunch?
My opinion? | believe he was killed by a very powerful man: point
one. And the fracturing of the skull - point two - plus the
various things | have nentioned, would nmake it very probable -
probabl e, not certain - that the deceased was killed and then
pushed from your daughter's w ndow. But no-one was here except
your daughter. So how could this be? It could be one way: if
sormeone cane calling between the tine Mss Spencer left and the
time you returned. The servants, they have visitors?

CHRI S
No. Not at all,

KI NDERMAN
You were expecting a deliver y that day?

CHRI S
Not that | know of.

KI NDERVAN
G oceri es maybe? A package?

CHRI' S
I really wouldn't know, you see Karl takes care of that.

KI NDERMAN
Ch, | see.

http://www.horrorlair.com/scripts/exorcist.ntml (48 of 80)6/15/2009 9:54:52 PM



HorrorLair - The Exorcist Script

CHRI S
Want to ask hinf

KI NDERVAN
Never m nd

Chris rises.

CHRI S
Woul d you like sonme nore coffee?

KI NDERVAN
Pl ease.

Ki nderman follows Chris further into the kitchen. He notices sone
of Regan's artwork. He picks up a snall sculpted Turtle and
examnes it.

Kl NDERNVAN
That's cute.

Chris | ooks over at Kindernan.

Kl NDERVAN
Your daughter, she's the artist?

Chris smles. She hands hi mthe coffee.

Kl NDERVAN

Incidentally, just a chance in a mllion, | know, but your
daughter - you could possibly ask her if she saw M. Dennings in
her room that night?

CHRI' S
Look, he woul dn't have any reason to be up there in the first
pl ace.

Kl NDERVAN

I know that. | realize. But if a certain British doctor never
asked "What's this fungus?" we woul dn't today have penicillin.
Correct?

CHRI S
Wien she's well enough, 1'IlIl ask.

KI NDERVAN
Couldn't hurt. In the neantine..

Ki nderman falters, enbarrassed.
Kl NDERVAN
| hate to ask you this but... for ny daughter could you maybe

gi ve an aut ograph?

CHRI S
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O course. Have you got a pen?

Ki nderman pulls out a pen and a calling card and gives themto
Chris.

KI NDERMAN
Ch, she'd love it.

CHRI S
What' s her nane?

Ki nderman hesitates. Hi s eyes are desperate and defi ant.

KI NDERVAN
| lied. It's for ne. The spelling is on the back, Kindermn. You
know that filmyou nmade called Angel ? Isaw that six tines.

CHRI' S
Real | y? wow.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- FOYER- DAY
Chris hel ps Kinderman put hic coat on.

Kl NDERVAN
You're a very nice | ady.

Chris gives his hat to him

Kl NDERVAN
Thank you.

CHRI S
You're a nice nan.

Chris opens the front door.

KI NDERMAN
I"I'l come back when she's feeling better.

Ki nderman exits and Chris closes the door an locks it. She hol ds
her hands to her nmouth and slowy wal ks away. W suddenly here a
crash from Regan's room followed by Ioud voices.

REGAN
Pl ease! No!
MALE VA CE
Do it!
REGAN
Pl ease no!
MALE VO CE

You bitch! Do it! Do it!
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Chris races up the stairs and runs to Regan's room

REGAN
No! Pl ease! No!

Chris opens the door and sees objects rapdly flying around the
room We hear a |ast gasp screamfrom Regan untill Chris turns to
Regan and covers her nmouth with horror.

REGAN DEMON
Let Jesus fuck you!

Regan has the crucifix gripped in her hand and is plunging it
into her bloodied vagina. There are fresh cuts all over her face,
streanmi ng with bl ood.

REGAN DEMON
Let Jesus fuck you! Let himfuck you!!!

Chris runs over to Regan and tries to pry the crucifix from her
hand. They struggle for the crucifix. Regan then grabs Chris’
head and pushes it into her bl oodied crotch.

REGAN DEMON
Lick ne! Lick ne!

Chris' face energes covered with Regan's bl ood. Regan sl aps her
nmot her and sends her flying to the floor. Chris screans in pain.
Sharon and Wllie race up the stairs.

SHARON
Chris?

The door closes by itself being held shut by a chair. They both
bag on the door to help her. Chris |ooks up to see that Regan's
war drobe is noving toward her. Chris scurries out of the way. W
turn back to Regan who is sitting with her back to us, but she
has spun her head in a 180-degree angle, facing backward (Chris).
Chris | ooks up at her.

REGAN BURKE
Do you know what she did, your cunting daughter?

Chris turns away and screans, bursting into tears.

EXTERI OR- 35t h STREET BRI DGE AND CANAL- DAY

Chris is standing on the bridge al one. She's wearing oversized
dark gl asses. Father Karras approaches her, he is wearing khakis,

sweat er and sturdy, scuffled tennis shoes.

KARRAS
Chris MacNeil ?

CHRI' S
Pl ease go away.
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KARRAS
I''m Fat her Karras.

Chris turns around and shakes hi s hand.

CHRI S

Oh, I'mvery sorry Father. H.

KARRAS

That's okay. | should' ve told you | wouldn't be in uniform
CHRI' S

Yeah, it woul d've hel ped. Have you gotta cigarette Father?

Karras seaches his pocket and pulls out a pack of cigarettes.
Chris takes one and Karras lights it for her.

They wal k down the steps to the canal side.

CHRI S
So, how d a shrink ever get to be a priest?

KARRAS
It's the other way around. The society sent me through ned
school .

CHRI S
Wher e?

KARRAS
Harvard, Bell evue, John Hopkins.

CHRI S
You're a friend of Father Dyer, right?

KARRAS
Yes am

CHRI' S
Pretty cl ose?

KARRAS
Pretty cl ose.

CHRI S
Did he tell you about ny party?

KARRAS
Sure did.

CHRI' S
About ny daughter?

KARRAS
No | didn't know you had one.
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CHRI S
He didn't nention?

KARRAS
No.

CHRI' S
Didn't tell you of what she did?

KARRAS
He didn't nmention her.

CHRI S
Priests keep pretty tight nouthed then?

KARRAS
That depends.

CHRI S
On what ?

KARRAS
The priest.

CHRI S

| nean, what if a person, let's say, was a crinminal, |ike mybe a
mur derer or sonething, you know? If he canme to you for help,
woul d you have to turn himin?

KARRAS
If he canme to nme for spritual help, 1'd say no.

CHRI S
You woul dn' t.

KARRAS
No | wouldn't. But I'd try to persuade himto turn hinself in.

CHRI' S
And how do you go about getting an exorcisnf?

KARRAS
| beg your pardon?

CHRI S
If a person was possessed by a demon of sone kind, how do you go
about getting an exorcisnf®?

KARRAS
Well, the first thing I1'd do is put theminto a tinme naci ne and
send them back to the sixteenth century.

CHRI S
| didn't get you?
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KARRAS
Well it just doesn't happen anynore M's. MacNeil .

CHRI S
Ch yeah, since when?

KARRAS

Since we | earned about nental illness, paranoia, schizophrenia.
Al'l the things they taught ne in Harvard. Ms. MacNeil since the
day | joined the Jesuits, |'ve never net one priest who has

performed an exorcism not one.

CHRI' S
Yeah well, it just so happens that sonebody very close to ne is
probably possessed, and needs an exorci st.

Chris bursts into tears.

CHRI S
Father Karras it's ny little girl.

Karras grabs Chris' armand wal ks her over to a bench. They both
sit. Chris is still crying.

KARRAS
That's all the nore reason to forget about exorcism

CHRI S
Way, | don't understand?

KARRAS
To begin with it could nake things worse.

CHRI S
But how?

KARRAS

Wl | before the church approves an exorcism it conducts an
investigation to see if it's warranted. That takes time. In the
meantine. ..

CHRI S
You could do it yourself...

KARRAS
No | couldn't, | have to have church approval, and frankly,
that's rarely given, -

CHRI S
Coul d you see her?

KARRAS
Yes | could, | could see her as a psychiatrist...

CHRI' S
Not a psychiatrist! She needs a priest! She's already seen every
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fucking psychiatrist in the world and they sent ne to you, now
you' re gonna send me back to them Jesus Christ, won't sonebody
hel p her!

KARRAS
No, you don't understand. Your daughter-

CHRI' S
Ch, will you help her! Just help her!

Chris bursts into tears again and buries her head into Karras
shoul der. Karras puts his arm around her.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- STAI RCASE- DAY

Chris and Karras are ascending the staircase. Wen they reach the
door we see Karl holding a huge headboard with straps and paddi ng
on it.

KARL
It wants no straps.

Karras stares at him then gives Chris a |ook. He plucks up his
courage and enters the room

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOM DAY

Karras stops as he sees Regan, on the bed, arns held down by a
set of restraining straps, it seens no longer entirley Regan but
sonet hi ng sonmehow denonic that now lies on the bed and stares at
him Her face is puffy, scratched and bruised from self-
mutilation. There is a sustagen flask used for a naso-gastric
feeding, the tube is placed up her left nostril. Karras is
monmentarily taken aback. Then, reining in his revul sion, he
slowy and warily closes the door behind him and wal ks around

t he ot her side of the bed.

KARRAS
Hello Regan. I'ma friend of your nother, 1'd like to help you.

REGAN/ DEMON
You m ght | oosen the straps then.

KARRAS
I"maffraid you mght hurt yourself Regan.

REGAN/ DEMON
I'"'mnot Regan.

KARRAS
| see. Well then let's introduce ourselves, |'m Dam en Karras.

REGAN/ DEMON
And I'"'mthe Devil! Now kindly undo these straps!

KARRAS
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If you're the devil, why not make the straps di sappear?

REGAN/ DEMON
That's much to vulgar a display of power Karras.

KARRAS
Where's Regan?

REGAN DEMON
In here. Wth us.

KARRAS
Show me Regan and 1'Il| | oosen one of the straps.

REGAN HOMELESS GUY
Can you help an old altar boy Fa-dah?

Karras | ooks at Regan. He's puzzled by what she has just said. He
sits down on a chair beside the w ndow.

REGAN DEMON

Your nother's in here with us Karras, would you like to | eave a
nmessage? |'Il see that she gets it.

KARRAS

If that's true, then you must know ny nother's naiden nane. Wat
isit?
Regan keeps a sharp stare on Karras. Karras' smle turns to an

angry stare. He rises and noves to her bed side.

KARRAS
What is it?

Regan | eans forward a vomits a disgusting, green bile in Karras'
face. Karras wipes it off, coughing. Regan keeps her eyes fixed
on him with green vomt covering her night gown.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- BASEMENT- EARLY EVEN NG

Karras is | ooking through sone of Regan's drawi ngs. Chris
approaches himwi th his sweater, now clean. She hands it to him

KARRAS
Thanks. Look, I'monly against the possibility of doing your
daught er nore harm t han good.

CHRI' S
Not hi ng you could do would nmake it any worse.

KARRAS
I can't do it. |I need evidence that the church would accept as
si gns of possession.

CHRI S
Li ke what ?

http://www.horrorlair.com/scripts/exorcist.ntml (56 of 80)6/15/2009 9:54:52 PM



HorrorLair - The Exorcist Script

KARRAS
Li ke her speaking in a | anguage that she's never known or
st udi ed.

CHRI S
What el se?

KARRAS
| don't know. I'Il have to look it up

CHRI S
I thought you were supposed to be an expert.

KARRAS

There are no experts. You probably know as nuch about possession
than nost priests. Look your daughter doesn't say she's a denon,
she says she's the devil hinself and if you' ve seen as many
psychotics as | have, you' d know it's |like saying you' re Napol eon
Bonaparte. You ask ne what | think is best for your daughter. Six
nont hs, under observation in the best hospital you can find.

CHRI' S
You show me Regan's double: same face, sane voice, sane
everything. 1'd knowit wasn't Regan. I'd know in nmy gut and |I'm

telling you that that thing upstairs isn't ny daughter! And I

want you to tell ne that you know for a fact that there's nothing
wrong with my daughter except in her mind! You tell ne you know
for a fact that an exorcismwouldn't do any good! You tell ne

t hat!

EXTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- N GHT

Chris opens the door for Karras. He steps out on the stoop
carrying his sweater

KARRAS
D d Regan know a priest was coning over?

CHRI' S
No.

KARRAS
Did you know ny nother died recently?

CHRI S
Yes | did, I'msorry.

KARRAS
No, is Regan aware of it?

CHRI' S
Not at all. Wy d' you ask?

KARRAS
It's not inportant good night.
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Karras exits the gates and crosses the street. W cut to

Ki nderman in an unmarked car watching Karras cross the street.
Ki nderman then | ooks up to Regan's w ndow and sees a silohette
novi ng around.

I NTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY OF WASHI NGTON- DAHLGREN CHAPEL- DAY
Karras is performng a service in the church.

KARRAS

He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said "Take this,
all of you and eat. For this is nmy body." Wen the supper had
ended, he took the cup, again he gave you thanks and praise. Gave
the cup to his disciples and said "Take this, all of you wll
drink fromit, this is the cup of blood, the blood of the new and
ever lasting covenant and the nystery of faith".

REGAN/ DEMON
(Voi ce Over)
What an excell ent day for an exorcism

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOM+ DAY

Karras pulls a tape recorder out of his bag and props an
m crophone on her bed near her. Karras sits on a chair next to
her war dr obe.

KARRAS
You'd li ke that?

REGAN DEMON
I nt ensel y.

KARRAS
But wouldn't that drive you out of Regan?

REGAN/ DEMON
It would bring us together.

KARRAS
You and Regan?

REGAN DEMON
You and us.

The bureau drawer flies open on it's own.

KARRAS
Did you do that?

REGAN DEMON
Uh Huh.

Karras pushes the drawer back in.
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KARRAS
Do it again.

REGAN DEMON
In tine.

KARRAS
No now.

REGAN DEMON
In tinme. But mirabile dictu, don't you agree?

Karras presses record on the tape recorder.

KARRAS
You speak Latin?

REGAN/ DEMON
Ego te absl ovo.

KARRAS
Quod nonmen nmi hi est?

REGAN DEMON
Bon Jour.

KARRAS
Quod nonen m hi est?

REGAN DEMON
La plunme de nma tante.

The denon | aughs full and nockingly.

KARRAS
How | ong are you planning to stay in Regan?

REGAN/ DEMON
Until she rots and lie stinking in the earth.

Karraspulls out a small vial of water.

REGAN DEMON
VWhat's that?

KARRAS
Holy water.

Karras noves to the end of the bed.

REGAN DEMON
You keep it away.

Karras uncaps the vial and now sprinkles it's contents over
Regan. Instantly, Regan withes in pain and terror.
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REGAN DEMON
Ahhhhhhhhhhh!  Ahhhhhhh! 1t burns! Chhhh! It burns!

Regan's head falls back onto the pillow as she rolls her head
fromside to side shouting out indistrict gibberish:

REGAN/ DEMON
Emit su evig!

Karras is intrigued and sits on the bed beside her. He nobves the
m crophone up to her nouth an |istens.

REGAN DEMON

Ydob eht ni nraw si ti! Uoy ees I! Tseirp a si eh! Emt su evig!
Nirrem Nirrem

KARRAS
Who are you?

REGAN/ DEMON
Tseirp a si eh! Eno on ma I! Eno on na |I! Ahhhhhhhhhhh!

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- STUDY- DAY

W see Karras descending the stairs as we hear Chris on the phone
Wi th soneone. Karras waits outside until Chris is finished.

CHRI S
(on the phone)
Okay, I'Il talk to you some other time. No it's just that |I'm

goi ng through sonething and... No, no there's nothing. Thanks
al ot. Bye.

Chris hangs up the phone. Karras enters and sits on the couch.

CHRI S
Wanna dri nk

KARRAS
Pl ease.

CHRI S
What do you drink?

Chris wal ks to the drinks cabi net.

KARRAS
Scotch, lce, water.

Chris pours the drink.

CHRI' S
No ice. I'Il get sone fromthe kitchen.

Chris wal ks toward the kitchen but Karras stops her.
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KARRAS
No it's alright I'Il take it straight.

CHRI S
Are you sure?

KARRAS
It's fine really, sit.

Chris sits down.

KARRAS
Where's Regan's father?

CHRI S
I n Europe.

KARRAS
Have you told hi mwhat's happeni ng?

CHRI S
No

KARRAS
Vell | think you shoul d.

He holds up the enpty vial.

KARRAS
| told Regan that was holy water, | sprinkled some on her and she
reacted very violently. It's tap water.

CHRI S
VWhat's the difference?

KARRAS

Holy water's bl essed. And that doesn't help support a case for
possessi on.

Chris turns her head away and frowns. She | ooks at Karras again.
CHRI' S

(whi speri ng)

She. .. killed Burke Dennings.

KARRAS
What ?

CHRI S
She kil led Burke Dennings. She pushed himout of the w ndow.

Karras | ooks shocked.
| NTERI OR- LANGUAGE LAB- NI GHT

Karras is with the lab director. They are listening to Karras
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recording of Regan. Karras is tense.
The director stops the tape.

LAB DI RECTOR
It's a language alright. It's english.

Karras stands up.

KARRAS
What do you nean english?

LAB DI RECTOR
It's english in reverse, listen.

The lab director throws a switch and the tape starts again, in
perfect english.

REGAN/ DEMON

(tape)
Gve us tine! Let her diel!

| NTERI OR- KARRAS' ROOM NI GHT
Karras is listening to the eerie, unearthly voices on the tape.

REGAN DEMON

(tape)
I amno one! | amno one! He is a priest!

KARRAS

(tape)
Uoy era ohw.

REGAN DEMON

(tape)
Merrin! Merrin!

Karras stops the tape and rewinds it slightly. He plays it again.
REGAN/ DEMON

(tape)

I amno one! | amno one! He is a priest!

KARRAS

(tape)
Uoy era ohw.

The phone rings and startles him He answers the phone.
KARRAS
(on phone)

Yeah, yes?...1'1|l be right there.

EXTERI OR- PRCSPECT STREET- N GHT
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It's very late, Karras is running down the street. He conmes to
the gate of the MacNeil house. Sharon opens the gate. She's
hol ding a flashlightand she puts her finger on her lips for
qui et .

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- STAlI RMWAY- NI GHT
They both ascend the stairs and creep toward Regan's room

SHARON
(whi speri ng)
| don't want Chris to see this.

KARRAS
Well what's wong? Wiat is it?

They stop at Regan's door. Sharon puts her coat on and turns on
the flash light. She opens the door and they enter.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOMF NI GHT

Sharon cl oses the door behind them Karras reacts to the extrene
cold. Hs breath, like Sharon's, is frosttily condensing in the
chill air of the room He | ooks at Sharon with wonder. They both
approach the bedside. They stop by the bed. Regan seens to be in
a comn, heavily breathing. Sharon is bending, gently pulling
Regan's pajama top wi de apart, exposing Regan's stonach. Sharon
points the flashlight at Regan's stomach. Karras | ooks in shock
when we see on her stomach, rising up slowy on her skin are two
words HELP ME. Karras' eyes are fixed on these two words as we
once again see them on Regan's stomach.

I NTERI OR- HEALY BUI LDI NG GROUND FLOOR HALLWAY- DAY

Karras wal ks down the hall toward the stairway. He clinbs the
stairs and we follow himto the top

| NTERI OR- HEALY BUI LDI NG CARDI NAL'S OFFI CE- DAY
In the room Karras and the Cardinal .

CARDI NAL
You' re convinced that it's genuine.

KARRAS
I don't know. No, not really | suppose. But |'ve nade a prudent
judgenent that it neets the conditions set down in the Ritual.

CARDI NAL
You'd want to do the exorcismyourself?

KARRAS
Yes.

CARDI NAL
It mght be best to have a man with experience. Maybe someone
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who's spent time in the foreign mssions.

KARRAS
| see, your excellency.

CARDI NAL
Let's see whose around. In the nmeantinme 1'll call you as soon as
I know.

KARRAS
Thank you your excell ency.

Karras stands up and ki sses the Cardinal's hand.
| NTERI OR- GEORGETOWN UNI VERSI TY PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE- DAY

PRESI DENT

Wl 1, he does know the background. | doubt there's any danger in
just having himassist. There should be a psychiatrist present,
anyway.

CARDI NAL
And what about the exorcist? Any ideas?

PRESI DENT
How about Lankaster Merrin.

CARDI NAL
Merrin? | had notion he was over in lraq. | think | read he was
wor ki ng on a dig around N neveh.

PRESI DENT
That's right Mke. But he's finished and cane back around three
ot four nonths ago, He's in Wodstock now.

CARDI NAL
What's he doi ng there? Teachi ng?

PRESI| DENT
No, he's working on anot her book.

CARDI NAL
Don't you think he's too old, though? How s his heal th?

PRESI DENT
It nmust be alright. He's still running around di ggi ng up tonbs.
Besi des, he's had experience.

CARDI NAL
I didn't know t hat.

PRESI DENT
Ten maybe twel ve years ago, in Africa. The exorcism supposedly
|l asted for months. | heard it damm near killed him

EXTERI OR- PROSPECT STREET- MACNEI L HOUSE- NI GHT
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A cab pulls up to the house in long shot. Qut of the cab steps a
tall, old priest, carrying a battered valise. A hat obscures his
face. As the cab pulls away, the priest stands rooted in the

m st, staring up at the second floor wi ndow |like a nelancholy
traveler frozen in tine.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- FRONT DOOR- NI GHT

Chris opens the door, disclosing the priest, face still shaded by
the hat, and Roman collar by coat buttoned at the top

MERRI N
Ms. MacNeil ?

CHRI S
Yes.

MERRI N
I''m Fat her Merrin.

CHRI S
Cone in.

Merrin takes off his hat and coat.

MERRI N
Is Father Karras here?

Karras enters the foyer. Chris takes Merrin's hat and coat.

CHRI S
Yes. He's al ready here.

KARRAS
Fat her ?

Merrin wal ks over to greet Karras.

MERRI N
Fat her Karras.

They shake hands.

KARRAS
It's an honour to neet you Fat her.

They both | ook up as the scream of the denon, boom ng,
anplifying, cones from Regan's room

REGAN/ DEMON

MERRI N
Are you tired?
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KARRAS
No.

MERRI N

I would like you to go quickly over to the resdence Dami en, and
gather up a cassock for nyself, two surplices, a purple stole,
and sonme holy water, and your copy of The Roman Ritual. The Large
one. | believe we shoul d begin.

KARRAS
Do you want to hear the background of the case, first?

MERRI N
VWhy ?

EXTERI OR- UNI VERSI TY STEPS- NI GHT

Karras is running down the steps carrying a the cassocks and a
| arge case.

MERRI N

( Voice Over )

Especially inportant is the warning to avoid conversation wth
t he denon.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- STUDY- N GHT

Karras and Merrin are dressing in vestnents taken fromthe case.

MERRI N

We may ask what is relevant, but anything beyond that is
dangerous. He is a liar, the denbn is aliar. He will lie to
confuse us. But he will also nix lies with the truth to attack
us. The attack is psychological , Damien. And powerful. So don't

|isten, renenber that, do not |isten.

KARRAS

I think it would be helpful if |I gave you some background on the
different personalities Regan has manifested. So far, there seens
to be three. She's convinced-

MERRI N
There's only one.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR LANDI NG NI GHT

Merrin and Karras, fully vested, Ronman Rituals in hand, slowy
ascend the stairs in single file. W can hear the denon nmaking
horrible, growing noises in the room The priests approach Chris
and Sharon, bundled in sweaters . The priests halt, and | ook at
chris.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOMt NI GHT

Merrin opens the door and sees Regan staring at himw th burning
eyes. Merrin steps into the roomfollwed by Karras. Karras cl oses
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the door on Chris before she walks in. Merrin walks to the side
of the bed and Karras halts at the foot. ( the roomis freezing.
Breath is condensing throughout). Merrin lays his holy water on
t he bedside table, takes a crucifix out of a |eather case. He
then traces the sign of the cross at Regan. She | ooks up.

REGAN/ DEMON
Stick your cock up her ass! You nother fucking, worthless
cocksucker!

MERRI N
Be silent!

Merrin sprinkles sone holy water on her. She throws her head back
and crys in pain. Merrin | eans down beside her and opens up The
Roman Ritual .

MERRI N
Qur Father who art in heaven..

Regan spits and hits Merrin in the eye with a yellow sh gl ob of
mucus that slowy oozes down his cheek. Karras quickly hides
behi nd the bed post as Merrin pulls out a handkerchief and
unhurriedly wi pes away the spittle:

MERRI N

Hal | owed be thy nanme. Thy ki ngdom cone, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Gve us this day, our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And |lead us not into tenptation.

KARRAS
But deliver us fromthe evil one.

Regan i s coughing and groaning as the two priests continue with
the ritual

MERRI N

Save ne o' CGod by thy name, by thy nmight defend ny cause, proud
men have risen up against me, nmen of violence seek nmy life, but
God is ny helper, the Lord sustains nmy |life and every need he has
delivered to ne, glory be to the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.

KARRAS
As it was in the begin is now and ever shall be, world w thout
end, amen.

MERRI N
Save your servant

KARRAS
Who pl aces her trust in thee, ny God.

MERRI N
Be unto her o' Lord a fortified tower.
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KARRAS
In the face of the eneny.

Regan rai ses her head and screans at Merrin several tinmes.

MERRI N
Let the eneny have no power over her.

KARRAS
And the son of iniquity be powerless to harm her.

REGAN/ DEMON
Your nother sucks cocks in hell Karras, you faithless sline!

MERRI N
O Lord hear ny prey.

KARRAS
And let ny cry cone unto thee.

MERRI N
The Lord be with you.

KARRAS
And al so with you.

MERRI N

Let us pray. Holy Lord, almghty Father, everlasting God and
Fat her of our Lord Jesus Christ, who once and for all consigned
that fallen tyrant to the flanes of hell. Wo sent your only
begotten son into the world to crush that roaring |ion.

Regans bed begins to junp up and down, crashing onto the floor.
Regan continues to screamat the two priests.

MERRI N
Hasten to our call for help and snatch fromruination and from
the clutches of the noonday devil, this hunan being nmade in your

i mge and |ikeness. Strike terror Lord, into the beast, now

| ayi ng waste your vineyard, let your m ghty hand cast himout of
your servant, Regan Teresa MacNeil, so he may no |onger hold
captive this person, whomit pleased you to nake in your image

Merrin sprinkles nore holy water on Regan. She falls back crying
in pain.

MERRI N
...and to redeemthrough your son. Who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the holy spirit, God forever and ever.

KARRAS
Amen

MERRI N
O Lord hear ny preyer.
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To Karras' anmamzenent the bed begins to rise. Merrin waits for
Dani en's reponse, but Karras is frozen with shock as the bed
ri ses past his face.

MERRI N
Fat her Karras? Fat her Karras? Dam en? The reponse pl ease Dani en!

KARRAS
And let ny cry cone unto thee.

The bed crashes back to the floor. Regan still screans and
withes in pain.

MERRI N

Al m ghty Lord, word of God the father Jesus Christ, God and Lord

of all creation, who gave to your holy apostle the power to tranp
underf oot serpents and scorpions. Grant me, your unworthy servant
pardon for all ny sins..

REGAN/ DEMON
Bast ards! St op!

Regan stares at Father Karras and snakes her abnormaly | ong
tongue in and out at him

MERRI N
...and the power to confront this cruel denon.

KARRAS
Anen

Regan falls back on her pillow and begins to groan. Both priests
trace the sign of the cross. Merrin holds his purple stole to
Regan's cheek as green vomt slowy oozes from her nouth. Regan
turns her head and vonmits on the stole.

MERRI N
See the cross of the Lord. Be gone you hostile power. O Lord hear

my prayer.

KARRAS
And let ny cry come unto thee.

MERRI N
The Lord be with you.

KARRAS
And al so with you

Merrin takes the bile covered stole fromaround his neck and
hands it to Karras who quickly washes it in Regan's bathroom W
hear bangi ng, as cupboard doors open against the wall. Regan is
flat on her back |aughing wi ckedly. Merrin holds his hands to his
ears because of the noise. Karras hands the stole back to Merrin,
who kisses it before applying around his neck. Regan continues to
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| augh as Merrin begins to cough violently.

MERRI N
| cast you out!!! Unclean spirit...

REGAN/ DEMON
Shove it up your ass you faggot!

MERRI N

...in the nane of the Lord Jesus Christ!!! It is he who commands
you! He who flung you fromthe heights of Heaven to the depths of
hel | !

REGAN/ DEMON
Fuck him!!

MERRI N
...Be gone!!

REGAN DEMON
Fuck him Karras!!! Fuck hinm!!

MERRI N
...fromthis creature of God!!

Regan | ays back as Merrin races to her bedside tracing the sign
of the cross with his fingers in her hair.

MERRI N

Be gone!! In the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the
holy spirit!! By this sign of the holy cross, of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with the father and the holy
spirit...

Regan sits up and with a nightmare sl owness, a fraction at a
time, her head begins to turn, swiveling |like a mannequin's and

creaking with the sound of a rusted nmechanism Once again
Dami en's attention is diverted and Merrin has to pronmpt him

MERRI N
Dani en! !

Her head conpletly turns in a 360-degree turn and stares at
Karras.

KARRAS
Amren.

VERRI N
Def ender of the human race...

A thunderous eart hquake knock both priests to the ground.

MERRI N
...look down in pity..
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REGAN DEMON
You killed your nother!!! You left her alone to die!l!! She'l
never forgive you!!! Bastard!!

KARRAS
Shut up!!

MERRI N
upon this your servant, Regan Teresa MacNei |

Anot her quake knocks themto the ground. Regan falls back, the
bed sheets fly off of the bed and the straps slowy rip apart.
Regan's eyes roll back into the socket and she slowy starts to
levitate.

MERRI N
I command you by the judge of the living and the dead, to depart
fromthis servant of God.

Regan is now levitating toward the celing, arnms out stretched
i ke a cross.

MERRI N
It's the power! (To Karras)- Holy water.

Karras runs to the bedside table and grabs the bottle of holy
wat er, he runs back and gives it to Merrin.

MERRI N
It's the power of Christ, that conpels you.

MERRI N + KARRAS
The power of Christ conpels you.

Merrin sprinkles holy water.

MERRI N + KARRAS
The power of Christ conpels you.

Merrin sprinkles holy water and we see a cut appear on her skin.
MERRI N + KARRAS

The power of Christ conpels you. The power of Christ conpels you.
The power of Christ conpels you. The power of Christ conpels you.

Regan begins to descend.

MERRI N + KARRAS

The power of Christ conpels you. The power of Christ conpels you.
The power of Christ conpels you. The power of Christ conpels you.
The power of Christ conpels you. The power of Christ conpels you.
The power of Christ conpels you.

Regan | ands back on the bed once nore.

MERRI N + KARRAS
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The power of Christ conpels you.

Karras rushes to the bed and ties her hands together to synbolize
t he cross.

MERRI N

He brought you | ow by his bl oodstai ned cross! Do not despise ny
command because you no nme to be a sinner. It's God hinmself who

commands you! The nmgjestic Christ who comrands! God the Father

commands you! God the son commands you!

As Karras turns away, Regan raises her tied hands and deals hima
power ful blow on the back of his head. He falls to the floor.

MERRI N
God the holy spirit conmands you!

Merrin sprinkles nore holy water on Regan, she falls back and
screans in pain.

MERRI N
The nystery of the cross conmands you! The bl ood of the martyrs
commands you!

The priests are again knocked to the floor by an earthquake.
Briefly Regan lifts herself toward an apparition of the denon
statue Pazuzu.

MERRI N

Gve way to Christ, you prince of nurderers. You're guilty,
before Alm ghty God, guilty before his son, guilty before the
whol e human race. It's the Lord who expels you. He who is com ng
to judge both the living and the dead and the world by fire.

As Merrin kneels by the bed, Karras craw s over and covers Regan
with a bl anket.

MERRI N
Are you tired?

Karras nods.

MERRI N
Let's rest before we start again.

Merrin | eaves the room but Karras stays sat on the bed,
shivering with both coldness and fear. Regan is asl eep.

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY- STAI RS- N GHT

An exhausted Merrin and Karras are sitting in the hallway, on the
stairs, outside the bathroom

KARRAS
Wiy this girl it makes no sense?
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MERRI N

I think the point is to nake us dispair... To see our selves
as... animal and ugly... To reject the possibillity that God
coul d | ove us.

MERRI N
WIIl you excuse ne, Dam en?

Merrin rises and noves toward the bat hroom
| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- BATHROOM+ NI GHT

Merrin sits on the toilet and takes out his pilbox. He extracts a
nitorglycerin tablet and places it under his tongue. He is
shaking with fear as he holds his head with exhaustion.

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY- NI GHT
Karras noves back toward the bedroom and enters.
| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOM- NI GHT

Karras is shocked to see an instant apparition of his nother,
| aying on the bed in place of Regan. It vani shes. He noves toward
Regan, who is shivering and drenched with sweat.

REGAN MRS. KARRAS
D mry, why you did this to ne?

Karras gets out a stehoscope and places it on Regan's chest.

REGAN MRS. KARRAS
Pl ease Dimy, |'m affraid.

KARRAS
You're not my nother.

REGAN MRS. KARRAS
Di nmy pl ease!

Merrin re-enters the room

MERRI N
What is it?

KARRAS
Her heart.

MERRI N
Can you gi ve her sonething?

KARRAS
She'll go into conma.

Regan, in the voice of Karras' nother, speaks a few pl eadi ng
phrases in Greek to Karras.
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KARRAS
(shouting)
You' re not my nother!!

MERRI N
Don't |isten.

REGAN MRS. KARRAS
Way, D my?

Dani en breaks into convul sive sobbi ng.

MERRI N
Dam en.

REGAN/ MRS. KARRAS
D my, please!

MERRI N
Dami en! Get out!

Dami en arises fromthe bed. Merrin | eads himout, and then re-
enters the roomhinself. He sprinkles some holy water on Regan
and kneels at her side. He holds her hand tightly.

VERRI N
Qur Father, who art in heaven..

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- FOYER- NI GHT
Downstairs Karras sits brooding as Chris enters.

CHRI S
Is it over?

Karras shakes his head negatively.

CHRI S
I s she gonna die?

KARRAS
(firmy)
No.

He rises and starts ascending the stairs with renewed conviction.
The doorbell rings and Chris nmoves toward the door. Before
openi ng she applies the chain | ock on. She opens the door slowy
and we see Kinderman staring at her fromthe gap.

| NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- REGAN S BEDROOM NI GHT
Karras re-enters Regan's room and sees Merrin face down on her
bed. Regan is sitting up against the bottomright hand bed post

as Karras pulls Merrin to the floor. Karras feels for Merrin's
pul se, then tries frantically to punp life back into the priest
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with blows to his chest, but gives up when he realises Merrinis
dead. He hears a giggle and turns to Regan.

KARRAS
You son of a bitch!

He grabs her and pulls her to the floor. He begins to punch her
in the face and head, then shakes her and nearly strangles her in
his fury.

KARRAS
Take nme! Come into ne! God damm you! Take ne! Take ne!

A gargantuan struggle is visible in the denonic features of
Regan's face. His face has taken on a denonic shade, and his eyes
have turned bright green. She screans out as Karras' body jerks
back, apparently mani pul ated by sonme inner force, which now
reaches toward Regan to strangle her. Karras fights the force for
control of his body, and he screans, conpelling it toward the

Wi ndow.

KARRAS
No! !

Wth his |ast angiushed cry, Karras |eaps out of the w ndow W
see himroll down the concrete steps outside and hit the floor at
the bottom His cry was inmediatly followed by frightened sobs
and whi npers that are unnstakably those of an ordinary little

girl.

REGAN

(crying)
Mot her... Mot her...Mother... Mther. ..

Chris rushes in and pauses to nmake sure that it's really Regan
again. She's follwed in by Kindernan.

CHRI S
Rags?

She dashes over to where her daughter is cowering on the fl oor.
She flings herself down on top of Regan, cradling her and crying
in hysterical relief, as Kinderman | ooks at Karras' body fromthe
wi ndow, | ooks at Merrin's dead body on the floor and then | ooks
at Chris and Regan.

EXTERI OR- M STREET- STEPS- NI GHT
A crowd is gathering at the scene of an accident. Their
attentionis focused by a man lying in a pool of blood on the

paverment at the foot of the steps under Regan's w ndow.

BYSTANDER
Sonebody fell at the bottom of the steps herel

Fat her Dyer pushes through the crowd and kneel s besi de Karras.
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Fi ghting back tears, he grasps Karras' hand and | eans close to
whi sper in his ear.

FATHER DYER

Do you want to namke your confession? Are you sorry- (his voice
cat ches)

Are you sorry for having offended God, with all the sins of your
past life? (he breaks down for a nonment, then starts
admnistiring the last rites)

Ego to abslovo in nomne patris, et filli, et spiritus sancti
Amen.
As a wailling siren signals the approach of an anbul ance, Dyer

weeps openly.
EXTERI OR- PROSPECT STREET- TOP OF STEPS- DAY

On a bright, sunny day, we are | ooking down the steps which are
now cl ean. No bl ood, or body at the bottom

I NTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- DI NI NG ROOM DAY

Sharon and Chris are briskly packing up last nminute itens before
nmovi ng out.

SHARON
Where do you want this?

CHRI S
What is it?

SHARON
Phonogr aph.

CHRI S
St or age.

Sharon puts in in one of the |arge cardboard boxes that are
st andi ng about .

CHRI S
I mgonna mni ss you.

SHARON
Me too.

CHRI S
Sure you won't change your mi nd?

Shar on shakes her head. She reaches into her pocket and hands
Chris the St. Joseph nedal.

SHARON
| found this in her room

Chris puts in her pocket.
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SHARON
That' s everyt hi ng.

Chris hugs her. She pulls away and wal ks to the foot of the
stairs.

CHRI' S
Regan! C non honey we have to get goi ng!

EXTERI OR- MACNEI L HOUSE- PRCSPECT STREET- DAY

We see Karl is loading the car with cases. Father Dyer is
standi ng outside the gates. Chris exits the house and Dyer noves
toward her.

CHRI S
She doesn't reneber a thing.

FATHER DYER
That's good.

Regan exits the house and wal ks to Chris.

REGAN
Al'l done.

CHRI' S
Honey this is Father Dyer.

REGAN
H Fat her.

DYER
Hel | o.

KARL
Ready M s.

Chris shakes Father Dyer's hand.

CHRI S
Goodbye Father. | call you.

FATHER DYER
Ckay.

Chris gets into the car, but Regan stands staring at Dyer's
collar. She leans forward and ki sses Father Dyer on the cheek.
Not sure of what she has done, she retreats to the car. The car
drives out to the street and Fat her Dyer waves goodbye. Father
Dyer wal ks out and WIllie closes the gates.

FATHER DYER
Goodbye.
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WLLIE
Good bye Fat her.

FATHER DYER
| hope to see you again soon,

W LLIE
| hope so too.

The car stops and we hear Chris call.

CHRI' S
Fat her Dyer?

Dyer rushes to the car.

CHRI S
| thought you'd like to keep this.

She hands him Karras' St. Joseph nedal. Dyer clutches it tightly.
The car drives on, and Dyer watches it drive off. Dyer wal ks down
toward the top of the M Street Steps. He | ooks down them and
frowms, we see Regan's wi ndow in the background, boarded up. Dyer
then turns away and wal ks back to Prospect Street. As he turns
the corner he sees Kinderman standi ng outside the house.

FATHER DYER
Li eut enant ?

Kl NDERVAN
I cane to say goodbye.

FATHER DYER
You just mssed them

Kl NDERVAN
How s the girl?

FATHER DYER
She seened fi ne.

KI NDERVAN
Ah, that's good. That's all that's inportant. Back to busi ness.
Back to work. Bye now, Father

FATHER DYER
Good bye.

They both wal k their separate ways. Ki ndernan stops.

KI NDERVAN
Fat her Dyer?

Dyer turns back to him

KI NDERMAN
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Do you like filns?

FATHER DYER
Sur e.

Kl NDERVAN
| get passes. In fact | got a pass for The Crest tonorrow night.
Wul d you like to go?

FATHER DYER
What ' s pl ayi ng.

Kl NDERVAN
Wt hering Heights.

FATHER DYER

Who's init?

KI NDERMAN

Heat hcl i ff, Jackie d eason, and in the role of Catherine

Earnshaw, Lucille Ball

FATHER DYER
I've seen it.

KI NDERMAN
Anot her one. Had your |unch?

FATHER DYER
No.

Ki nderman | oops his armaround Dyer's. They start to wal k off.
Kl NDERVAN

I"'mreninded of aline in the film Casabl anca. At the end
Hunphrey Bogart says to Caude Rains, " Louie- | think this is
the begining of a beautiful friendship."

DYER
You know you | ook a bit |ike Bogart.

Kl NDERNVAN
You noti ced.

We fade out as Tubular Bells starts to play.

FADE TO BLACK

The nusic changes to the |oud Fantasia For Strings.
THE EXORCI ST

Directed By WIliam Friedkin.

Screenplay by Wlliam Peter Blatty Based on his own novel.
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Ell en Burstyn as Chris MacNei l
Max Von Sydow as Father Merrin
Lee J. Cobb as Lt. Kindernan
Kitty Wnn as Sharon

Jack MacGowran as Bur ke Denni ngs
Jason M|l er as Father Karras
Li nda Blair as Regan

Reverand Wl liam O Mal | ey

Bart on Heyman

Pet e Masterson

Rudol f Schundl er

G na Petrushka
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